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Special Points of Interest: 
Treasures of the Earth 
(TOTE) Show 

 April 29th—May 1st 

 VA Beach Convention 
Center 

EFMLS Wildacres Workshop 

 May 9-15 

 Little Switzerland, NC 
GMSVP Picnic & Lapidary 
Equipment Auction 

 Saturday, May 21st  

 10 AM—4 PM 

 Sandy Bottom Nature 
Park’s Lakeside Shelter 
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Good day fellow Rock Hounds! The first quarter of our year has 

started off great, and we can only do that with awesome members 

like ALL OF YOU! Thanks for making GMSVP so great! 

We had our spring auction during our April 7th meeting, which was 

extremely successful! I know that a lot of folks went home very 

happy with some specimens. Special thanks to Walter Priest for 

sharing the auctioneering with me, and thanks to Gary Bergtholdt 

and Dan Fontaine for keeping track of the bids. As always, Pat 

Fontaine did a great job of making sure we all had some food, and pizza was absolutely 

the best choice. Teamwork always gets the job done! 

We also discussed the upcoming Treasures of the Earth (TOTE) Show from April 29 th 

to May 1st in Virginia Beach, Virginia and provided a sign-up sheet for those who could 

volunteer their time. We have some volunteers for each of those days, but we could 

always use more! Please email Bill Neff (neff29464@gmail.com) for more information. 

With your GMSVP membership card, you get into the TOTE shows for FREE! Please 

bring your membership card with you to get into this event. As an added bonus, we are 

going to have a gold panning demonstration three times a day on that Saturday and 

Sunday, courtesy of Kim Stone. Thanks to Kim for volunteering her time and resources 

to do this for us! 

Our spring picnic is coming up on Saturday, May 21st, at Sandy Bottom Nature Park’s 

pavilion. We will be providing the hamburgers, hotdogs, buns,  (Cont’d on next page.) 

GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY OF THE VIRGINIA PENINSULA 

April 2016 

THE VIRGINIA PEN  

GMSVP Purpose: The purpose of the GMSVP is to: facilitate the exchange of 

information and general cooperation among its members by promoting the study of 

lapidary techniques, mineralogy, paleontology, and allied fields of Earth sciences;  

provide the community with a knowledge of the hobby through lectures,            

demonstrations, and exhibitions; and enjoy good fellowship. 

Visitors Welcome: The GMSVP welcomes any visitor with an interest in          

geology, mineralogy and the lapidary arts. Whether you are a hobbyist, artist, collector 

or interested in Earth Science, the club has something for everyone.  

Dues: Individual $15, Couple $20, and Family $25. Dues information is under:      

Documents and Membership Information on the GMSVP Website Homepage. 

Meeting Location: Our meetings are held at Sandy Bottom Nature Park in  

Hampton, VA. Check the GMSVP website Events page for 

actual dates and times. The upcoming meeting information is 

in the Special Points of Interest area on the left of this page. 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER                               Sara Phillips 
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GMSVP 

P. O. Box 6424 

Newport News, VA 23602 

Web: http://www.gmsvp.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/

pages/The-Gem-and-Mineral-

Society-of-the-Virginia-Peninsula-

GMSVP/275041405841489 

 

President: Sara Phillips, 

SPhillips@ecslimited.com 

1st VP Membership: Brenda 

Hawks, brenda_hawks 

@verizon.net 

2nd VP Programs: Michael 

Griffith, MGriff8645@aol.com 

Secretary: Pat Fontaine, 

maineguy@cox.net 

Treasurer: Gary Bergtholdt, 

gbergtholdt@gmail.com 

 

Officers 
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Field Trips: Sara Phillips, 

SPhillips@ecslimited.com 

Hospitality: Pat Fontaine, 

maineguy@cox.net  

Pebble Pups: Co-Chair #1 

Vacant; Co-Chair #2 Christine 

Hempley, offalstuff@gmail.com 

Shows: Bill Neff, 

neff29464@gmail.com 

Newsletter: Dan Fontaine, 

maineguy@cox.net  

Property: Vacant  

Librarian/Historian: Bill Van 

Elburg, 

deziner2call@yahoo.com 

Faceting: Chuck Rogers, 

car3rd@verizon.net 

Silversmithing: Anthony 

Hubbard, lanexa05@gmail.com 

Publicity: Michael Griffith, 

mgriff8645@aol.com  

Mineralogy: Walter Priest, 

wetlanddesign@gmail.com 

Webmaster: Holly Worsham, 

gmsvp.web@gmail.com 

Committee Chairs 

(Cont’d from prior page) condiments, and soft drinks. Please feel free to bring some 

additional picnic items to share with the group (sides and desserts). Also, we will be 

having a silent equipment auction during the picnic. If you are interested in 

purchasing saws, genies, etc., please attend. This will be a great opportunity to 

support the club!  

We are going to try and put together a gold panning/processing field trip in North 

Carolina sometime in the late summer – stay tuned for details. 

Fun Fact: Diamond is the traditional birthstone for the month of April, and is 

comprised of Carbon. Diamonds can be ANY color variety, and the color variety is 

caused by the type of impurities that are present. For example, yellow diamonds 

have very small amounts of nitrogen, while blue diamonds contain small amounts of 

boron. 

Have a Gneiss Day!!!  

Sara Beth 

President’s Corner (Cont’d)                            Sara Phillips 

FAIR USE NOTICE. This publication may contain copyrighted material the use of which 

has not been specifically authorized by the copyright owner. We are making such material 

available in our efforts to advance the educational understanding of the amateur jewelry fabri-

cation and rock collecting hobbies. We believe this constitutes a 'fair use' of any such copy-

righted material as provided for in section 107 of the U.S. Copyright Law. If you wish to use 

material from this publication for commercial or purposes of your own that go beyond 'fair 

use', you must obtain permission from the copyright owner. 

GMSVP Auction a Great Success                  Gary Bergtholdt 

The April GMSVP meeting featured our club’s annual auction. This year the auction 

was limited to slabs, specimens, and rough. We sold about 80 items during the 

auction. Although there were fewer participants than last year, the auction was still a 

better money maker for 

the club.  

GMSVP has a number 

of lapidary equipment 

items that will be 

auctioned during our 

May Picnic. A flyer with 

the equipment being 

auctioned will be 

distributed by e-mail in 

early May. 

GMSVP’s “The Virginia Pen”: Non-commercial reprint permission is granted to non-profit 

organizations, unless otherwise noted.  

See the GMSVP Minutes for committee reports. 

http://www.gmsvp.org/
http://www.gmsvp.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Gem-and-Mineral-Society-of-the-Virginia-Peninsula-GMSVP/275041405841489
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Gem-and-Mineral-Society-of-the-Virginia-Peninsula-GMSVP/275041405841489
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Gem-and-Mineral-Society-of-the-Virginia-Peninsula-GMSVP/275041405841489
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Gem-and-Mineral-Society-of-the-Virginia-Peninsula-GMSVP/275041405841489
mailto:SPhillips@ecslimited.com
mailto:SPhillips@ecslimited.com
mailto:gmsvp.web@gmail.com
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Time is closing in for the Treasures Of the 

Earth (TOTE) show at Virginia Beach 

Convention Center on April 29th through 

May 1st. We will be setting up our booth on 

April 28th. Those members who are available should meet at our shed at the 

Sandy Bottom Nature Center at 1 PM, load the truck, and proceed to the 

Convention Center to set up our booth. I hope that all of our members can spend 

some time helping out at the booth and seeing what the other venders are 

offering. Friday through Sunday the convention center doors open at 8 AM for 

vendors to set up. The show hours are: Friday – Noon to 6 PM and Saturday & 

Sunday – 10 AM to 5 PM. 

As a sidebar, our show committee is currently a 1-person committee 

(me). We need to have more folks participate on the committee to ensure 

that all the shows are covered in case of any unforeseen circumstances. 

Please consider joining the committee to assist in planning and ensuring 

the shows that we attend continue to be a great success.  

Our GMSVP booth at the TOTE Show includes displays about Virginia’s natural 

resources and our club. Members also will display their collections and 

demonstrate the equipment. As a fund raising activity, our club sells geodes at 

the show, which we cut with our rock saws. These shows also are a great way to 

increase awareness of our club and gain new members.  

Schedule: 

 Thursday, April 28th: 

 1 PM: Volunteers meet at our club shed at the Sandy Bottom 

Nature Park to load the truck and caravan over to the show site or can 

meet us at Virginia Beach Convention Center. 

 2:30 PM: Truck unloading and GMSVP booth/equipment setup. Booth and equipment setup 

takes about 3 hours; more volunteers, less time. 

 Friday, April 29th to Sunday May 1st: During the show, GMSVP booth/equipment have four areas that 

need manning: demonstrations, education/youth programs, geode/slab cutting, and sales. Please let Bill Neff 

know which activity and day you can support; no experience is necessary (training is available). 

 Sunday, May 1st at 5 PM: 

 Booth and equipment cleanup, teardown, and loading at the end of the show. 

 Truck unloading at the club’s shed in Sandy Bottom Nature Park. 

Note: Kim Stone will give a gold panning demonstration on Saturday and Sunday!!! 

While any GMSVP member may use the club’s equipment, priority will be given to volunteers at the show. Club 

members will be available to provide training on equipment’s proper use and safety for new rockhounds. 

Volunteers will have ample time to also see the show. Members are reminded that we get free access to the show 

(bring your GMSVP membership card) and we are not competing with the other venders or clubs. Questions 

should be directed to Bill Neff at: neff29464@gmail.com or (843) 697-3373.  

VA Beach TOTE Show – Support Your Club and Volunteer!                                   Bill Neff 

http://www.gmsvp.org/
mailto:neff29464@gmail.com
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The picnic and lapidary equipment auction will be at Sandy Bottom Nature Park’s 

Lakeside Shelter (next to the nature center) on May 21st from 10 AM to 4 PM.  

Note: The Spring Picnic and Lapidary Equipment Auction replaces the 

normal May monthly meeting. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: CONTACT GARY BERGTHOLDT 

(gbergtholdt@gmail.com).  

 We need a volunteer to be the Grill Master to cook the hamburgers and 

hotdogs.  

 Volunteers should meet at the club’s shed at 9 AM to help with equipment 

loading and setup at the picnic shelter. The equipment should be ready for 

members to use around 10 AM, after we have conducted a safety inspection. 

Equipment cleanup begins at 3 PM, and members are needed to help load 

and return the equipment to the shed.  

If we have a volunteer to cook, lunch should be from 11:30 AM until about 2 

PM, with the club providing hamburgers, hot dogs, buns, condiments, and 

drinks. Members are requested to bring desserts, sides, and salads to 

share. Please mark your dishes and serving utensils to ensure we can 

return them to the right members or guests.  

If you are using a piece of equipment and 

others are waiting, please limit your use to 

30 minutes, then share. Also please clean 

after you are done using a piece of 

equipment.  

Our club will be auctioning 19 

pieces of lapidary equipment. 

Auction items include: a 

vibrator polisher, lapidary drum 

machine, two diamond saws, a 

dop pot, a Craftool lapidary 

unit, a buffer machine, Graves 

shaper/polisher, a double split 

rubber drum, a single grinding 

wheel, two faceting machines, 

a Sears lapidary unit, a Scott 

Murray rock tumbler, a Ray Tilt gem maker, a Craftsman flat 

lap, a 2-wheeler shaper with buffing pad, a Kerr kiln, a Genie 

machine, and an 8-inch Lee faceting machine. A flyer on the 

equipment auction will be distributed by e-mail in early May. 

The picnic is a great opportunity to learn to use the club’s 

equipment, share our knowledge, and have fun!  

Don’t Miss the GMSVP Spring Picnic & Lapidary Equipment Auction  Dan Fontaine 

http://www.gmsvp.org/
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On a rainy April 2nd, GMSVP members participated 

with the Mountain Area Gem and Mineral Association 

(M.A.G.M.A.) in a fossil field trip at the Pipsico Boy 

Scout Camp Reservation near Surry, VA. Rockhounds 

found easy collecting along nearly a 1-mile long 

riverbank and shoreline of molluscan fossils of Miocene 

and Pliocene epochs, shark teeth, whale bones, corals 

and more.  

A couple of our members shared some pictures and a 

bit about their experience fossil collecting. 

———————————————————————–- 

We had a great time at the recent fossil field trip to 

Pipsico with our daughter Beth (new member) and her 

daughter Makayla (age 7), who has been coming with 

us to the rock club for a while. Thankfully that rainy 

Saturday cleared up in the late afternoon long enough 

for us to find some beautiful specimens and make 

some special memories. —Don Piercy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The morning started very rainy but cleared up later in 

the afternoon. We enjoyed the long stretch of beach 

and met a couple of real nice people. I loved the 

experience of finding shark teeth, shells, and 

whalebone. The whalebone was special, because it 

had predation teeth marks on it. I definitely would love 

to search Pipsico beach again on a warmer, drier day. 

—Polar Bear (Dale Hetherington) 

————————————————————————- 

The Mazzrillo family found a large whale jaw bone! 

 

 

 

 

 

Fossil Field Trip Fun but Rainy              Dan Fontaine 
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Please let Sara Phillips (sphillips@ecslimited.com) know as soon as possible, if you are interested in the 

property manager position.  

Our GMSVP Property Manager, Hank Woods, will be moving back to his family in Texas. Hank has been our 

property manager for a number of years. While we will miss his knowledge of gems and minerals and our club ’s 

equipment, we will miss his friendship most of all. We certainly wish Hank safe travels and only good gems and 

minerals. 

Hank’s departure leaves GMSVP in need of a volunteer to take over the duties of GMSVP property manager. The 

property manager is an essential position, i.e., GMSVP needs an orderly and well maintained shed and well 

maintained and operational rock polishing and cutting equipment to support our club activities. 

The basic duties include: keep an inventory of club assets; repair equipment as necessary; order repair parts for 

equipment; order other equipment as the board directs; order geodes as directed; arrange for equipment delivery 

to and from the TOTE Shows (rent and drive the truck); serve on the board of directors; and assist members in 

the repair of their equipment. 

GMSVP Property Manager—Open                                                                                     Sara Phillips 

2016 Pebble Pups—Need Co-Lead                                                                           Christine Hempley 

PLEASE CONSIDER VOLUNTEERING AS A PEBBLE PUPS CO-LEADER. I'm honored to be able to help the 

club continue to provide the Pebble Pups program. I truly believe that the kids are the future and their 

understanding of things around them will also shape it. I would appreciate assistance with the program, as I have 

gotten busier with building, kids, Scouts, and sailing. The assistance can be just background research or getting 

some lapidary craft or games put together.  Thanks! Christine (offalstuff@gmail.com) 

 

 

Virginia Beach Convention Center 

Apr 29 - May 1; Jul 15 - 17; & Oct 14 - 16 

GMSVP Picnic and Lapidary 

Equipment Auction  

Saturday, May 21st, 10 AM 

Sandy Bottom Lakeside Shelter 

Hampton, VA Enter from Big Bethel Road  

(No Regular May Meeting) 

2016 Show Dates 

Gem Tree Workshop 

Gary Bergtholdt is holding 2-3 hour gem tree workshops at his home. If 

interested, contact Gary at: gbergtholdt@gmail.com. 

.  

 New GMSVP Members—Welcome New Rockhounds! 

James & Kathryn Bresnan 

Pat & Denise Almazar 

http://www.gmsvp.org/
mailto:sphillips@ecslimited.com
mailto:offalstuff@gmail.com
mailto:gbergtholdt@gmail.com
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About 10 years ago, we travelled through Utah with Pat’s brother, Larry, and his family. It still remains one of our 

favorite memories. 

We flew into Salt Lake City. We couldn’t leave the city without first visiting Promontory Summit on the great Salt 

Lake, where the Central and Union Pacific Railroads joined with the final Golden Spike.  

We then departed for Delta in central western Utah. This was our 

staging point for an amazing field trip down a very long, lonely, 

and dusty gravel road to the U Dig Fossils mine in Death Canyon. 

The mine has gray shale with embedded trilobite fossils. We used 

the pick side of our rock hammers to split the shale. It was always 

a thrill when we found a trilobite! 

The Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch 

recently had an excellent article 

about the mine in their April 13th 

issue.  

 

We travelled the next day toward the 

central-eastern part of the state. Thanks 

to a missed turn, we ended up in Moab and took an amazing driving tour 

and did a bit of hiking in Arches National Park. Arches is still Pat’s 

favorite “happy place.” The red sandstone formations were breathtaking! 

Our next stop was at the Flaming Gorge Dam on the Green River in 

northeastern Utah. We hiked rim trails to view the dam and gorge.  

Our final stop was at Dinosaur National Park in 

Vernal, Utah. On the way to the park, we stopped at a 

petroglyph site. However, the highlight of the visit was 

taking a secondary path from the museum back to the 

parking lot. During this hike Pat spotted a dinosaur 

bone in the cliff that she named “Patosaurus!” 

Utah is definitely a “bucket list” destination for any rockhound! 

Our Family Field Trip Through Utah                                         Dan Fontaine 

     Reference: The Columbus Dispatch, April 13, 2016, “Can You Dig It? Trilobite Fossils Wait to Be Uncovered At Utah Quarry”

http://www.gmsvp.org/
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/travel/2016/04/03/1-can-you-dig-it-trilobite-fossils-wait-to-be-uncovered-at-utah-quarry.html
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/travel/2016/04/03/1-can-you-dig-it-trilobite-fossils-wait-to-be-uncovered-at-utah-quarry.html
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/travel/2016/04/03/1-can-you-dig-it-trilobite-fossils-wait-to-be-uncovered-at-utah-quarry.html
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/travel/2016/04/03/1-can-you-dig-it-trilobite-fossils-wait-to-be-uncovered-at-utah-quarry.html
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Upcoming Area Club Activities                                                                 Dan Fontaine 

Gem & Mineral Society of the Virginia Peninsula (GMSVP):  

 Treasures of the Earth (TOTE) Show: April 29th—May 1st, Virginia Beach Convention Center, VA Beach, VA 

 Spring Picnic & Equipment Auction: May 21st, 10 AM—4 PM, Sandy Bottom Nature Park’s Lakeside Pavilion, 

Hampton, VA 

Tidewater Gem and Mineral Society (TGMS): St. Luke's United Methodist Church (3396 Stoneshore Rd., 

Virginia Beach, VA 

 T.G.M.S. 1st Annual Picnic, Rock Swap and Sale , Saturday, June 18th, 10 AM—4 PM 

Club Logo Gear                                                                          Dan Fontaine 

Orders were taken during the April GMSVP meeting for T-shirts, 

hats, and tote bags with the club logo. T-shirts are $12.50 each up 

to size XL. Larger sizes are $1.25 additional for each size greater 

than XL. Hats are $13.50 each. Kelly Mazzrillo and Barbara Priest 

are still searching for the type of tote bag we desire.  Ordered items 

will be paid for and distributed at the GMSVP May picnic. If you 

have not yet ordered and would like to place an order, please contact Kelly or Barbara at the May GMSVP picnic. 

Our mineral this month, Cyanotrichite, discovered in 1839, is a member of the 

nickelalumite group. Its name comes from the Greek kyanos and thrix meaning blue 

and hair. 

Cyanotrichite’s formula is Cu4(SO4) (OH)12•2H2O. It forms in the orthorhombic 

system, is pale to azure blue, has a density of 2.74-2.95, and has a hardness of 1-3. 

There is a silky luster to it, and it forms in velvet 

tufts or small acicular crystals. It is pleochroic.  

It is a very pretty mineral because of its color and 

fine needle-like crystal structure, but it is 

sometimes difficult to photograph in micromineral 

size because the needles can move if slightly 

jarred, thus blurring the stacked images. The 

stacking has to be done because the very small 

crystals require magnification which causes a very 

shallow depth-offield, thus causing most of a single 

image to be out of focus.  

Excellent specimens of cyanotrichite have been 

found in Arizona at the Morenci, Maid of Sunshine, 

and Grandview Mines. Also, in nearby Nevada, 

good examples were found in the Majuba Hill and Mason Park Districts. Nice 

examples come from other world-wide regions such as the Atacama Region in 

Chile and France, Italy, Romania, Slovakia, and Greece. 

Mineral of the Month—Cyanotrichite                                                                         Steve Weinberger 

 Source: Baltimore Mineral Society, The Conglomerate, Vol 11, No. 1, January 2016     

Maid of Sunshine Mine 

Turquoise Distribution,    

Dragoon Mts. 

Cochise County, AZ 

Photo: Rob Lavinsky, I-

Rocks.com 

used under Creative Commons 

Attribution- 

Share Alike 3.0 license 

Grand View Mine 

Cape Royal, Horseshoe Mesa, Grand 

Canyon National Park 

Grandview District,  

Coconino County, AZ 

Photo: Rob Lavinsky, I-Rocks.com 

used under Creative Commons 

Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License 

http://www.gmsvp.org/
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Enclosure: GMSVP Internet Policy 

 The meeting was brought to order at 7:00 PM by President Sara Phillips at Sandy Bottom Nature Center. 

  Kelly Mazzrillo presented information about the prices of the new club T-shirts, hats and tote bags. T-shirts 

are $12.50 each up to size XL. Larger sizes are $1.25 additional for each size greater than XL. Hats are 

$13.50 each. She is still searching for the type of tote bag we desire. There was a signup sheet at the 

meeting to order items, or you may contact Barbara Priest. Members must pay once the order is received. 

Ordered items will be paid for and distributed at the picnic. 

 Jeff Diamond received a certificate acknowledging his completion of the Silver Fabrication Class Level I. 

 First Vice President Brenda Hawks was unable to attend the meeting, but Sara informed us that we have two 

new members from Manassas, VA. 

 Second Vice President Michael Griffith confirmed that the picnic will take the place of the regular May 

meeting. The picnic will be on Saturday, May 21, at the Lakeside Pavilion at Sandy Bottom.  

 Walter Priest stated that two additional pieces of equipment will be available for equipment auction at 

the May picnic. These are a Genie and a Lee brand faceting machine.   

 A flyer advertising the equipment that will be auctioned at the May picnic was available at the meeting 

for those interested and will be distributed by e-mail to all GMSVP members. 

 At the June meeting, Bob Simon will speak about his experiences excavating dinosaur fossils.  

 In addition, Michael is trying to contact Dr. Johnson, who discovered the Yorktown mastodon, and Eric 

Queen, a NASA scientist whose field of expertise is the geology of Mars. 

 Our Facebook page has 563 followers. 

 Hospitality Chair Pat Fontaine thanked club members for their generosity in providing eleven pizzas for 

tonight’s meeting. The May meeting is the picnic. The club provides charcoal, hamburgers, hot dogs, buns, 

and condiments for the picnic. Members will bring the side dishes, drinks and desserts. An estimated head 

count of those who plan to attend the picnic was taken. 

 Treasurer Gary Bergtholdt reported that he has ordered some polishing disks for the club ’s Genie. He has 

also ordered a new credit card square for use at the TOTE shows. 

 Sara Phillips and Kim Stone are looking into a potential Thermal City trip for gold mining this summer. The 

next Pipsico fossil trip is scheduled for October 28th. 

 A co-lead person for the Pebble Pups is still needed. 

 TOTE show Chairman Bill Neff described the types of volunteer positions that are available  for this month ’s 

TOTE show. He asked that we all let him know when we are available to help out. Volunteers will be needed 

each day from Thursday noon (April 28) through Sunday May1. 

 Newsletter Editor Dan Fontaine expressed thanks for all the help he has gotten from members with articles for 

the newsletter. 

 The Property Manager position is still vacant. Hank Woods indicated that we need a new Highland Park drop 

saw in order to be able to continue to cut geodes at the TOTE shows. This purchase was approved 

unanimously by the Board, but the motion needed to be approved by the general membership. Bubba Ward 

moved that we purchase the new saw. This motion was seconded by Chuck Rogers. The motion was passed 

by voice acclamation.  

(Cont’d on next page) 

 Minutes for the General Meeting of April 7th                   Pat Fontaine 

http://www.gmsvp.org/


 

THE VIRGINIA PEN—April 2016 GMSVP P. O. Box 6424 Newport News, VA 23602 Web: www.gmsvp.org Page 10 

 (Cont’d from prior page) A draft of the proposed internet posting policy has been given to all board members 

for comment and approval. This policy would cover all postings on the GMSVP website and Facebook. If no 

changes have been noted by the end of this week, the policy will take effect as it currently stands. A copy of 

the policy was available for all members to view and will be posted to the club ’s website. 

 Historian/Librarian Bill Van Elberg was unable to attend tonight’s meeting. Any donations of rock or mineral 

related books, magazines or videos would be gladly accepted. 

 Faceting Chair Chuck Rogers reported nothing new. 

 Silver Fabrication Chair Anthony Hubbard stated he currently has 3 students in the Silver Fabrication class, 

and is looking for students for the next session due to start in about 6-8 weeks. 

 Minerology Chair Walter Priest reported nothing new. 

 The business meeting was adjourned at 7:10 PM so that we could all participate in the annual auction. 

Minutes prepared by Pat Fontaine 

April 8, 2016 

/original signed/ 

 

Enclosure: 

Gem & Mineral Society of the Virginia Peninsula (GMSVP) Internet Acceptable Posting Policy (APP) for 

Officers & Members  

Rationale: GMSVP web pages are public documents welcoming the outside world to the Society and 

linking officers, members and prospective new members to sources of information. Guidelines are required in the 

construction of GMSVP web pages to ensure that information on the pages is appropriate for any Internet user 

from within the community and around the world to access. Web pages should support the chartered aims of 

GMSVP.  

In producing web pages, the following goals should be considered:  

1. Introducing outside visitors to the GMSVP and/or Committees and its programs 

2. Fostering communication of information between the Society and the community 

3. Sharing the GMSVP successes with the world 

4. Linking users to good information resources 

5. Providing top-quality, family-friendly content that is appropriate to and in compliance with the mission 

statement, educational goals and objectives of GMSVP.  

Post ing  Requirements:   

1. GMSVP Webmaster 

The setting up of a Website shall have a Webmaster appointed by the Board of Directors. The GMSVP 

Webmaster shall assist the Board of the GMSVP in ensuring that these guidelines are adhered to and that the 

content of the web pages meets the Board’s approval. The GMSVP Webmaster is the primary person in the 

Society authorized to upload files to the web site. With the website being one of the main communication tools for 

electronic document storage, member information and attracting new members a backup plan should be in place. 

As a backup the Newsletter Editor or other appointed board member, may also have  (Cont’d on next page) 
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(Cont’d from prior page) access, this will insure a recovery plan in the case of unforeseen circumstances 

regarding the Webmaster. The Board must review and approve the GMSVP website after posting of any modified 

content.  

2. GMSVP Home Page 

The GMSVP home page shall be located on the Board approved hosting server. If the GMSVP has additional 

web pages on one or more sites on external web servers, then the GMSVP home page shall provide direct links 

to all sites. All GMSVP web pages must conform to these guidelines regardless of the location, whether on the 

approved web server or an external web server. The GMSVP home page shall indicate the date of the last 

revision.  

3. Content of Web Pages 

The content of all GMSVP web pages must be consistent with the educational aims of the GMSVP and with the 

policies and spirit of the GMSVP Board of Directors. Prior permission must be obtained before any Society 

members’ personal information is posted on the Internet web pages. This includes posting of a member’s 

residential telephone number. This number when used with other information found on a website allows a home 

to be targeted for burglary.  

4. Communication Links 

No web page content may allow people accessing the page to contact any Society member directly as a matter of 

default unless allowed under paragraph 3 above. Communication with respect to the content of any page must be 

directed to the Webmaster of GMSVP. GMSVP home pages must include a "mailto:" link to the Webmaster.  

5. Advertisements 

GMSVP web pages may contain small acknowledgments of GMSVP partnerships or sponsorships. Web pages 

may provide links to partners or sponsors' web pages.  

6. External Links 

 All links connecting to external sites must be approved by the GMSVP Webmaster, and are subject to final 

approval by the Board; this includes separate member web pages hosted on external servers.  

7. Identification of Minors/Juniors 

For a minor/junior member full name and/or information about the junior to appear on any GMSVP web page, 

GMSVP must obtain parental permission. Only topic, event or first name may be used to identify minor/junior 

member work. A minor/junior’s full name or email address may NEVER appear on a web page. Work may include 

but is not limited to; artwork, graphic design, written documents, multimedia presentations, projects, etc… 

Filenames for pages and images should be checked to ensure that full names do not appear there, e.g., 

marysmith.gif, jimpaul.html. 

8. Affiliated Clubs/Federation Member Home Pages  

Only the GMSVP Webmaster will verify and post the web pages of affiliated clubs/federations within the GMSVP, 

any other clubs/federations non-affiliated to the GMSVP will be dismissed and not linked. 

(Cont’d on next page) 
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(Cont’d from prior page)  

9. Respecting Copyright 

Copyright must be respected. The author of the web page must not use copyrighted materials without permission. 

This includes icons and “buttons”, images, background watermarks, sounds and video.  

10. Claiming Copyright  

The author for his/her own original work may claim copyright.  

Restrictions: Society Members are Precluded from:  

1. Posting, linking to or sending any transmissions or files constituting or encouraging conduct that would 

constitute a criminal offense, giving rise to civil liability, or otherwise violating any local, state, national or 

international law, including without limitation the U.S. export control laws and regulations.  

2. Posting or transmitting any information or software that contains a virus, worm, malware, cancelbot or other 

harmful component.  

3. Uploading, posting, publishing, transmitting, reproducing, distributing or participating in the transfer or sale of 

any information, software or other material obtained through the Internet which is protected by copyright or 

other proprietary right or derivative works with respect thereto, without obtaining permission of the copyright 

owner or right holder.  

4. Abusing or fraudulently using the Web Posting Service in any way not specifically set forth above.  

5. Chain letters are not allowed to be posted.  

6. Irresponsible postings that result in large numbers of complaints to GMSVP Administration will result in 

posting privileges being disabled.  

7. Illegal postings, such as harassment, pornography or copyrighted software or other data (such as mp3 sound 

files) are grounds for immediate termination of the user’s web-posting privileges and/or website update 

access, and will result in subsequent disciplinary action and/or prosecution. Any disregard for the above 

conditions may result in your website update access privileges being disabled, along with any and all other 

appropriate District, local, state, national and international actions including prosecution of all involved 

perpetrators.  

Web Page Posting Ethics:  

Before posting any material on the web, ask yourself this question: Would I put this in a local or national 

newspaper for anyone to read? If you answered "no", then it doesn't belong on a web page.  

Penalties and Disciplinary Actions for APP Violations: 

Violations of the GMSVP Acceptable Posting Policy (APP) are treated as violations of the GMSVP Operating 

Regulations and qualify the offender for any and all appropriate actions and punishments as set forth in the 

Operating Regulations, including suspension and/or expulsion of membership. 

These guidelines were established using the Orcutt Mineral Society, Inc. (OMS) Internet Acceptable Posting 

Policy (APP) and the Owyhee Gem & Mineral Society (OGMS) Website Acceptable Posting Policy as a base. 

Thank you OMS and OGMS for your base information, it is most appreciated.  
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AFMS Code of Ethics 

I will respect both private and public property and will do no          

collecting on privately owned land without the owner’s permission. 

I will keep informed on all laws, regulations of rules governing       

collecting on public lands and will observe them. 

I will to the best of my ability, ascertain the boundary lines of      

property on which I plan to collect. 

I will use no firearms or blasting material in collecting areas. 

I will cause no willful damage to property of any kind - fences, signs, buildings. 

I will leave all gates as found. 

I will build fires in designated or safe places only and will be certain they are completely  

extinguished before leaving the area. 

I will discard no burning material - matches, cigarettes, etc. 

I will fill all excavation holes which may be dangerous to livestock. 

I will not contaminate wells, creeks or other water supply. 

I will cause no willful damage to collecting material and will take home only what I can   

reasonably use. 

I will practice conservation and undertake to utilize fully and well the materials I have      

collected and will recycle my surplus for the pleasure and benefit of others. 

I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P. (Help Eliminate Litter Please) and will leave all 

collecting areas devoid of litter, regardless of how found. 

I will cooperate with field trip leaders and those in designated authority in all collecting     

areas. 

I will report to my club or Federation officers, Bureau of Land management or other         

authorities, any deposit of petrified wood or other materials on public lands which should be 

protected for the enjoyment of future generations for public educational and scientific     

purposes. 

I will appreciate and protect our heritage of natural resources. 

I will observe the “Golden Rule”, will use “Good Outdoor Manners” and will at all times   

conduct myself in a manner which will add to the stature and Public “image” of rockhounds 

everywhere. 
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