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Special Points of Interest: 
GMSVP Picnic & Lapidary 
Equipment Auction 

 Saturday, May 21st  

 10 AM—4 PM 

 Sandy Bottom Nature 
Park’s Lakeside Shelter 

Treasures of the Earth 

(TOTE) Show 

 July 15th—17th 

 VA Beach Convention Center 
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Hello Rockhounds! We are almost halfway through the year, and 

what a great time we have had. Thanks to all of you for everything 

that you do for GMSVP! 

Our spring picnic is coming up on Saturday May 21st at Sandy 

Bottom Nature Park’s pavilion. We will be providing the 

hamburgers, hotdogs, buns, condiments, and soft drinks. Please 

feel free to bring some additional picnic items to share with the 

group (sides and desserts). Volunteers are needed to help setup, 

cook, and clean up. We will be having a silent equipment auction during the picnic. If 

you are interested in purchasing saws, genies, etc., please attend. This will be a great 

opportunity to support the club! The event will happen rain or shine. 

We had a very successful Treasures of the Earth (TOTE) Show at the end of April. Our 

geodes were on a roll! Thanks to all of our volunteers that made the event possible 

from start to finish. A special thank you goes out to Kim Stone for thinking outside the 

box by providing a gold panning demonstration at our booth.  

If anyone has any contacts for collecting-type field trips in Hampton Roads area, please 

let me know. I am exploring all opportunities. I am also working with other clubs on 

contacts for mineral collecting in the western part of the state. I will keep everyone 

posted.  

Fun Mineral Fact: Emerald is the traditional birthstone for the month of May, and is a 

green color variety of the mineral Beryl. The Gachala Emerald  (Cont’d on next page.) 

GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY OF THE VIRGINIA PENINSULA 

May 2016 

THE VIRGINIA PEN  

GMSVP Purpose: The purpose of the GMSVP is to: facilitate the exchange of 

information and general cooperation among its members by promoting the study of 

lapidary techniques, mineralogy, paleontology, and allied fields of Earth sciences;  

provide the community with a knowledge of the hobby through lectures,            

demonstrations, and exhibitions; and enjoy good fellowship. 

Visitors Welcome: The GMSVP welcomes any visitor with an interest in          

geology, mineralogy and the lapidary arts. Whether you are a hobbyist, artist, collector 

or interested in Earth Science, the club has something for everyone.  

Dues: Individual $15, Couple $20, and Family $25. Dues information is under:      

Documents and Membership Information on the GMSVP Website Homepage. 

Meeting Location: Our meetings are held at Sandy Bottom Nature Park in  

Hampton, VA. Check the GMSVP website Events page for 

actual dates and times. The upcoming meeting information is 

in the Special Points of Interest area on the left of this page. 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER                                Sara Phillips 
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http://www.gmsvp.org/
http://www.gmsvp.org/member-sign-up--documents.html
http://www.hampton.va.us/sandybottom/
http://www.gmsvp.org/events.html
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GMSVP 

P. O. Box 6424 

Newport News, VA 23602 

Web: http://www.gmsvp.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/

pages/The-Gem-and-Mineral-

Society-of-the-Virginia-Peninsula-

GMSVP/275041405841489 

 

President: Sara Phillips, 

SPhillips@ecslimited.com 

1st VP Membership: Brenda 

Hawks, brenda_hawks 

@verizon.net 

2nd VP Programs: Michael 

Griffith, MGriff8645@aol.com 

Secretary: Pat Fontaine, 

maineguy@cox.net 

Treasurer: Gary Bergtholdt, 

gbergtholdt@gmail.com 

 

Officers 
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Field Trips: Sara Phillips, 

SPhillips@ecslimited.com 

Hospitality: Pat Fontaine, 

maineguy@cox.net  

Pebble Pups: Co-Chair #1 

Vacant; Co-Chair #2 Christine 

Hempley, offalstuff@gmail.com 

Shows: Bill Neff, 

neff29464@gmail.com 

Newsletter: Dan Fontaine, 

maineguy@cox.net  

Property: Vacant  

Librarian/Historian: Bill Van 

Elburg, 

deziner2call@yahoo.com 

Faceting: Chuck Rogers, 

car3rd@verizon.net 

Silversmithing: Anthony 

Hubbard, lanexa05@gmail.com 

Publicity: Michael Griffith, 

mgriff8645@aol.com  

Mineralogy: Walter Priest, 

wetlanddesign@gmail.com 

Webmaster: Holly Worsham, 

gmsvp.web@gmail.com 

Committee Chairs 

(Cont’d from prior page) is one of the largest specimens in the world at 858 carats 

and was found in Gachala, Coloumbia in 1967. 

Have a Gneiss Day!!!  

Sara Beth 

President’s Corner (Cont’d)                            Sara Phillips 

FAIR USE NOTICE. This publication may contain copyrighted material the use of which 

has not been specifically authorized by the copyright owner. We are making such material 

available in our efforts to advance the educational understanding of the amateur jewelry    

fabrication and rock collecting hobbies. We believe this constitutes a 'fair use' of any such 

copyrighted material as provided for in section 107 of the U.S. Copyright Law. If you wish to 

use material from this publication for commercial or purposes of your own that go beyond 'fair 

use', you must obtain permission from the copyright owner. 

GMSVP June Meeting Program                         Michael Griffith 

 Source: Paleo Gallery webpage (http://www.paleogallery.com/bob-simon)  

Bob Simon is our speaker at the GMSVP June 2nd 

meeting. Bob has been involved in the discovery, 

documentation, excavation, study, and preservation of 

Jurassic dinosaur bones for close to 15 years.  

Bob "founded" the digsite after recognizing bone-bearing 

layers on a private ranch located in Big Horn County, 

Wyoming, USA. Under his leadership, a number of world-class, near-complete 

specimens have been found --including an adult Camarasaurus (now at the Fukui 

Museum in Japan), Junior Apatosaurus, and Stegosaurus Sarah (now "Stegosaurus 

Sophie" at the London Museum of Natural History). 

Bob is an active member of the Richmond (VA) Gem and Mineral Society and is a 

member of the Society of Vertebrate Paleontologists and the American Association of 

Petroleum Geologists. He also donates his time to speak about Jurassic dinosaurs to 

various public groups. 

GMSVP’s “The Virginia Pen”: Non-commercial reprint permission is granted to non-profit 

organizations, unless otherwise noted.  

Field Trip Update                                                      Sara Phillips 

Pipsico Boy Scout Reservation Fossil Dig – 1 hour drive from Sandy Bottom 

Nature Park 

Date/Time: Saturday October 28th; 9 AM until the afternoon. This field trip will 

happen rain or shine! There is a $5 collecting fee and a wavier will need to be signed.  

Location: Pipsico Boy Scout Camp Reservation, 57 Pipsico Road, Spring Grove, VA 

Details: Opportunities to collect fossils (sharks teeth, scallop shells, coral, etc). 

Camping is allowed the night before if anyone is interested ($5 per night). We are 

allowed to camp from Friday to Sunday. More information as date gets closer. 

http://www.gmsvp.org/
http://www.gmsvp.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Gem-and-Mineral-Society-of-the-Virginia-Peninsula-GMSVP/275041405841489
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Gem-and-Mineral-Society-of-the-Virginia-Peninsula-GMSVP/275041405841489
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Gem-and-Mineral-Society-of-the-Virginia-Peninsula-GMSVP/275041405841489
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Gem-and-Mineral-Society-of-the-Virginia-Peninsula-GMSVP/275041405841489
mailto:SPhillips@ecslimited.com
mailto:SPhillips@ecslimited.com
mailto:gmsvp.web@gmail.com
http://www.paleogallery.com/bob-simon
http://www.paleogallery.com/the-camarasaurus
http://www.paleogallery.com/meet-junior-apatosaurus
http://www.paleogallery.com/meet-stegosaurus-sarah
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The April Treasures of the Earth (TOTE) Show was a fun time for our club. I’d like to give a 

big thanks to the many volunteers that helped make our booth at the show a success. 

We sold and cut an amazing number of beautiful geodes. It seemed that each geode was better than the one 

before. To provide some variety for returning geode enthusiasts, our club purchased some Druzy Mist and Baby 

Bravo geodes from a new source. The Baby Bravo geodes sold especially well. One lady that stopped by said 

that she had over 300 geodes at her home! 

There continues to be good interest in the wirewrapping demonstration by Bubba Ward at the show and the silver 

jewelry fabrication and gem tree training offered by our club to members. 

The next TOTE show is on July 15—17 at the Virginia Beach Convention Center.  

April TOTE Show Fun for All                                                   Bill Neff 

Tori Young won the GMSVP raffle 

http://www.gmsvp.org/
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The picnic and lapidary equipment auction will be at Sandy Bottom Nature Park’s 

Lakeside Shelter (next to the nature center) on May 21st from 10 AM to 4 PM.  

Note: The Spring Picnic and Lapidary Equipment Auction replaced the 

normal May monthly meeting. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: CONTACT GARY BERGTHOLDT 

(gbergtholdt@gmail.com).  

1. We need a volunteer to be the Grill Master to cook the hamburgers and 

hotdogs.  

2. Gary Bergtholdt needs 3 to 4 people to help load lapidary equipment and 

someone with a pickup truck to transport the equipment to the picnic.   

 Time - 8 AM 

 Give Gary a call, if you can help!!!  (757-851-9620)  

3. Volunteers should meet at the club’s shed at 9 AM to help with equipment 

loading and setup at the picnic shelter. The equipment should be ready 

for members to use around 10 AM, after we have conducted a safety 

inspection. Equipment cleanup begins at 3 PM, and members are 

needed to help load and return the equipment to the shed.  

If we have a volunteer to cook, lunch should 

be from 11:30 AM until about 2 PM, with the 

club providing hamburgers, hot dogs, buns, 

condiments, and drinks. Members are 

requested to bring desserts, sides, and 

salads to share. Please mark your 

dishes and serving utensils to ensure 

we can return them to the right 

members or guests.  

If you are using a piece of equipment 

and others are waiting, please limit 

your use to 30 minutes, then share. 

Also please clean after you are done 

using a piece of equipment.  

Our club will be auctioning 19 pieces 

of lapidary equipment. Auction items 

include: a vibrator polisher, lapidary drum machine, two diamond 

saws, a dop pot, a Craftool lapidary unit, a buffer machine, Graves 

shaper/polisher, a double split rubber drum, a single grinding wheel, 

two faceting machines, a Sears lapidary unit, a Scott Murray rock tumbler, a Ray Tilt gem maker, a Craftsman flat 

lap, a 2-wheeler shaper with buffing pad, a Kerr kiln, a Genie machine, and an 8-inch Lee faceting machine. A 

flyer on the equipment auction will be distributed by e-mail in early May. 

The picnic is a great opportunity to learn to use the club’s equipment, share our knowledge, and have fun!  

Don’t Miss the GMSVP Spring Picnic & Lapidary Equipment Auction  Dan Fontaine 

http://www.gmsvp.org/
mailto:gbergtholdt@gmail.com
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Editor’s Note: Our club offered something special at last month’s 

Treasures of The Earth Show. Kim Stone shared some of her 

gold panning knowledge and experience during three 

demonstrations on both Saturday and Sunday.  

I got ready to work the dirt in my pan, as the show organizers 

announced that GMSVP would have a Gold Panning 

Demonstration in 5 mins. The people started to gather around 

the table to see what gold panning is all about, and I began my 

skit that started something like this: “Here we have 6 pieces of 

gold which I will put into the pan, and with a swirl the gold are 

gone!” There were some looks like you are not going to find that gold again. As I started to pan, the questions 

started. Is there gold in this state? How long have you been doing this? Why does the gold sink so fast to the 

bottom of the pan? How do you make the dirt walk out of the pan? These were all great questions and slowly as 

I was doing my demo all their questions were answered.  

The best part about doing this demo, was talking with the people. I talked with one gentleman for about 2 hours, 

teaching him how to pan, and after that I lost my voice.  

The WOW factor was when I dropped, a gold nugget into their hands, the look on their faces was worth it. The 

questions, the looks, and the eagerness to learn about the history of gold and gold panning were fascinating. I 

had a few of them ask if they could keep the gold that they helped pan. Sadly, I had to say no.  

It was a great experience for me and the people that came to watch and learn. And yes, I did pan out all of my 6 

pieces of gold. I want to say a very special THANK YOU to Gary Bergtholdt for letting me use his pay dirt. 

Panning for Gold at TOTE Show               Kim Stone 

Page 5 

Aurora Fossil Festival—May 27—29              Dan Fontaine 

The annual Aurora Fossil Festival is on May 27 – 29 in Aurora, NC (a nice day 

trip from Hampton Roads). The primary day is Saturday; there is not a whole lot 

going on Friday evening or on Sunday morning.  

Pat and I went a couple years ago with two of our 

grandchildren that were 7 and 9 at the time. We all 

had a blast. What’s not to like….a fossil museum, 

digging in the dirt for shark teeth, eating junk food, going on some carnival 

rides, and looking at tents with tempting fossil goodies. We even took a 

bus trip into the nearby potash mine; although we had to stay in the bus, 

they provided an interesting history and overview of the mining operations. 

So if you like fossils and especially if you 

have some kids or grandkids interested in 

fossils, this festival makes for a fun family 

outing. See this link for more info: http://

aurorafossilfestival.net/. 

http://www.gmsvp.org/
http://aurorafossilfestival.net/
http://aurorafossilfestival.net/
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Please let Sara Phillips (sphillips@ecslimited.com) know as soon as possible, if you are interested in the 

property manager position.  

Our GMSVP Property Manager, Hank Woods, will be moving back to his family in Texas. Hank has been our 

property manager for a number of years. While we will miss his knowledge of gems and minerals and our club ’s 

equipment, we will miss his friendship most of all. We certainly wish Hank safe travels and only good gems and 

minerals. 

Hank’s departure leaves GMSVP in need of a volunteer to take over the duties of GMSVP property manager. The 

property manager is an essential position, i.e., GMSVP needs an orderly and well maintained shed and well 

maintained and operational rock polishing and cutting equipment to support our club activities. 

The basic duties include: keep an inventory of club assets; repair equipment as necessary; order repair parts for 

equipment; order other equipment as the board directs; order geodes as directed; arrange for equipment delivery 

to and from the TOTE Shows (rent and drive the truck); serve on the board of directors; and assist members in 

the repair of their equipment. 

GMSVP Property Manager—Open                                                                                        Sara Phillips 

2016 Pebble Pups—Need Co-Lead                                                                              Christine Hempley 

PLEASE CONSIDER VOLUNTEERING AS A PEBBLE PUPS CO-LEADER. I'm honored to be able to help the 

club continue to provide the Pebble Pups program. I truly believe that the kids are the future and their 

understanding of things around them will also shape it. I would appreciate assistance with the program, as I have 

gotten busier with building, kids, Scouts, and sailing. The assistance can be just background research or getting 

some lapidary craft or games put together. Thanks! Christine (offalstuff@gmail.com) 

 

 

Virginia Beach Convention Center 

Jul 15 - 17; & Oct 14 - 16 

GMSVP Picnic and Lapidary 

Equipment Auction  

Saturday, May 21st, 10 AM 

Sandy Bottom Lakeside Shelter 

Hampton, VA Enter from Big Bethel Road  

(No Regular May Meeting) 

2016 Show Dates 

Gem Tree Workshop 

Gary Bergtholdt is holding 2-3 hour gem tree workshops at his home. If 

interested, contact Gary at: gbergtholdt@gmail.com. 

 New GMSVP Members—Welcome New Rockhounds! 

Beth Piercy Brindle 

Nancy & Thomas Dashell 

Barbara Kipps  

The picnic replaced the regular May meeting; therefore no minutes were prepared. 

http://www.gmsvp.org/
mailto:sphillips@ecslimited.com
mailto:offalstuff@gmail.com
mailto:gbergtholdt@gmail.com
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For 8 years I have been backpacking alone into the Idaho wilderness to dig for honey opal on a small patented 

claim. Okay, not completely alone, since my dog is usually at one side and my .357 at the other, plus a Spot 

rescue beacon on my shoulder.  But this year my hubby will join in for the first 

time. He received a total knee replacement 

this winter, retired, and is looking forward to 

seeing the mine at last. He has heard all 

about bear mischief, trench cave-ins, forest 

fire evacuation, blizzard survival, sore feet, 

sand in the eyes, running out of food, a 

roofless privy on frosty mornings,  etc., – 

and he still wants to go.  Cool! 

Maybe he is more focused on the fresh 

mountain air, being a full day’s walk from 

other humans, wild huckleberries, clear cold 

spring water, and chasing honey colored 

treasure in the trench rock. We leave in 

June for Idaho, side-by-side this time, and I 

hope for two treks from the cabin to the 

mine. Summering at the old cabin will be a 

new experience for him too, since he’s 

never been there more than a week. No 

phones, no electricity, no pavement for 2 

hours – groceries are 3 twisty hours away.  

I admire his can-do attitude and hope he 

finds a piece of opal that lights up his whole 

face! 

This Is the Year!                                                                                                      Ellie Pitts 

Club Logo Gear                                                                        Dan Fontaine 

Orders were taken during the April GMSVP meeting for T-shirts, 

hats, and tote bags with the club logo. T-shirts are $12.50 each up 

to size XL. Larger sizes are $1.25 additional for each size greater 

than XL. Hats are $13.50 each. Tote bags are still being priced.  

Ordered items will be paid for and distributed at the GMSVP May 

picnic. If you have not yet ordered and would like to place an order, 

please contact Kelly or Barbara at the May GMSVP picnic. 

Lowering the main trench, on the 

way down to where I later found the 

opal in pink rhyolite  

Hard wall of the trench in pink 

rhyolite 

View from the top, above the 

trench a bit, just for perspective 

of the area (River of No Return 

Wilderness in central Idaho) 

A piece that came from that spot. 

You can still see it in place, in the 

photo above on the left side of the 

deposit, an opaque bit with clear 

FRA Rockhounds: An Honor Roll                                         Dan Fontaine 
 Source: AFMS Website http://www.amfed.org/fra/honor_roll.htm 

Kids participating in the AFMS Future Rockhounds of America program symbolically graduate from "future 

rockhound" to "full rockhound" status if they complete and earn at least 6 of the 15 individual badges offered 

within the program. To recognize and reward them for this accomplishment, they earn a Rockhound Badge. 

Eight GMSVP pebble pups from 2010 to 2014 are on the honor roll! 

http://www.gmsvp.org/
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Upcoming Area Club Activities                                                                  Dan Fontaine 

Gem & Mineral Society of the Virginia Peninsula (GMSVP):  

 Spring Picnic & Equipment Auction: May 21st, 10 AM—4 PM, Sandy Bottom Nature Park’s Lakeside Pavilion, 

Hampton, VA 

 Treasures of the Earth (TOTE) Show: July 15th—17th, Virginia Beach Convention Center, VA Beach, VA 

Tidewater Gem and Mineral Society (TGMS): St. Luke's United Methodist Church (3396 Stoneshore Rd., 

Virginia Beach, VA 

 T.G.M.S. 1st Annual Picnic, Rock Swap and Sale , Saturday, June 18th, 10 AM—4 PM 

You shouldn’t be judged on the basis of your Creedite unless of course you’re selling minerals at a show and want 

to dazzle shoppers and dealers. Here’s a mineral that gets surprisingly little mention in some of my favorite source 

books even though in my opinion it ranks with the best in visual appeal. It doesn ’t appear at every show, every 

time, so you might have to do some searching to find it. But it’s worth the wait. Although it appears in a number of 

different colors, the orange specimens I’ve been lucky enough to find quickly stand out from their shelf neighbors 

because of the richness of the orange color. Creedite also appears in other colors, white, clear, and purple. Purple 

varieties resemble Amethyst save for the very different crystal habits. 

Creedite is considered a rare hydroxylhalide mineral, a complex aluminum salt. Creedite usually forms in the 

oxidation zones of fluorite ore deposits. Something of a relative newcomer, Creedite was named after the location 

where it was discovered in 1916 at the Colorado Fluorspar Co. Mine at the Creede Quadrangle, Mineral County, 

Colorado. It was later found in other fluorite veins near Nye County, Nevada; and other mines in Arizona and 

California. It’s also found in mines in Santa Eulalia, Chihuahua, Mexico, as well as Bolivia, Tajikistan, Kazakhstan, 

China, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, and Australia. 

Creedite’s crystal system is monoclinic and crystal structure or habit is prismatic. It ranks a 4 on the Mohs 

Hardness Scale. The chemical formula for Creedite is Ca3SO4Al2F8(OH)2 · 2H2O. It’s luster is described as 

vitreous and diaphaneity is transparent. The prismatic crystals radiate from a center, and form pointy spheres. I 

did not find any industrial or commercial uses other than for collecting. For additional classification, structural 

composition, relations to other minerals and more, please go to: mindat.org, (www.mindat.org/min-1151.html). As 

usual, there are many great images on Google. 

References: WWW.Mindat.Org, WWW.Wikipedia.Org, The Encylopedia of Minerals and Gemstones, O’Donohue, 

Michael, G.P. Putnams Sons, New York 1976 

 

 

Mineral of the Month—Creedite                                                                                               Jim Hooper 

 Chesapeake Gem and Mineral Society, Chippers Chatter, Volume 60, Number 5, May, 2016— 

 Photos via Wikemedia Commons used under Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License 

Navidad Mine (Mina Navidad; 

Abasolo Mine; Rodeo Mine), 

Abasolo, Rodeo, Municipio de 

Rodeo, Durango, Mexico  

Photo: Rob Lavinsky, i-rocks 

Mina Potosi Santa domingo 

Santa Eulalia District 

Municipio de Aquiles Serdán, 

Chihuahua, Mexico 

Photo: Didier Desouens 

Qinglong (Dachang) 

Sb-Au deposit, Qinglong County, 

Qianxi’nan Autonomous 

Prefecture, Guizhou Province, 

China  

Navidad Mine 

Rodeo, Durango, Mexico 

Photo: J.J. Harrison 

GNU Free Documentation 

License, 

Version 1.2 

http://www.gmsvp.org/
http://www.mindat.org/min-1151.html
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(Editor’s Note: GMSVP is a 

member of both EFMLS and 

SFMS.) 

SFMS workshops are available 

to GMSVP club members. The 

schedule is on the right. All of 

the workshop classes are 

available, but some only have a 

space or two left. Go to 

www.sfmsworkshops.com for 

detailed information about the 

schedules, classes and 

locations. The application is also 

available on the website.  

The workshops are a wonderful 

benefit of being a member of the 

SFMS. Thousands of members 

have taken advantage of this 

opportunity and have enjoyed it so much they return year after year. Feel free to give us a call or send me an e-

mail if you have any questions concerning educational opportunities offered by the SFMS.  

 SFMS Education Chair: Danny Griffin, (865) 406-8802, gcjinc@comcast.net 

 Wildacres Registrars, Toni Garland/Linda Matvy, 1520 Murphy Myers RD, Maryville, TN 37803; (865) 

300-2738; waregistrar2016@gmail.com  

Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies Workshops  Danny Griffin, SFMS Education Chair 

 Source: Article adapted from Danny Griffin E-mail of April 27, 2016 

Lewis and Clark: Rockhounding on the Way to 

the Pacific 

After a lot of work by a lot of dedicated people, "Lewis 

and Clark: Rockhounding on the Way to the Pacific" is 

now available on: http://www.amfed.org/lewisclark.htm. 

  

 

http://www.amfed.org/

http://www.gmsvp.org/
http://www.sfmsworkshops.com/
javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT2543_com_zimbra_email%22));
mailto:waregistrar2016@gmail.com
http://www.amfed.org/lewisclark.htm
http://www.amfed.org/index.html
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The Gem and Mineral Society 

of the Virginia Peninsula 

(GMSVP) is a member of the 

American Federation of 

Mineralogical Societies 

(AFMS) and its Eastern 

Federation of Mineralogical 

and Lapidary Societies, Inc. 

(EFMLS) and Southeast 

Federation of Mineralogical 

Societies (SFMS) regional 

organizations. As a member, 

our club has access to the 

resources provided by these 

organizations.  

The purpose of GMSVP is to: facilitate the education and general 

cooperation among its members by promoting the study of lapidary 

techniques, mineralogy, paleontology, and allied fields of Earth Sciences; 

educate the community with a knowledge of the hobby through lectures, 

demonstrations, and exhibitions; and enjoy good fellowship.  

AFMS is a non-profit educational federation of seven similar regional 

organizations of gem, mineral and lapidary societies. The organization was 

founded in 1947. AFMS (1) promotes popular interest and education in the 

various Earth Sciences, and in particular the subjects of Geology, 

Mineralogy, Paleontology, Lapidary and other related subjects; (2) 

sponsors and provides means of coordinating the work and efforts of all 

persons and groups interested therein; and (3) sponsors and encourages 

the formation and international development of Societies and Regional 

Federations through such means, strive toward greater international good 

will and fellowship.  

EFMLS was organized in 1950 to bring about a closer association of clubs 

and societies devoted to the study of the earth sciences and the practice of 

the lapidary arts and related crafts in the eastern portion of the United 

States. Beginning with three "founding" clubs and seven "charter" clubs, 

the EFMLS has now grown to approximately 110 affiliated clubs and 

societies with a combined membership of well over 10,000 individuals. The EFMLS joined the AFMS in 1952.  

SFMS was organized in 1976 to bring about a closer association of Clubs and Societies devoted to the study of 

Earth Sciences and the practice of Lapidary Arts and Crafts in the Southeastern part of the United States. SFMS 

includes 80+ clubs and societies mostly in the region east of the Mississippi River and South of a line following 

the northern boarders of Tennessee and North Carolina. There are a few clubs outside of this area (e.g., 

GMSVP) due to historical affiliation. SFMS is a member of AFMS.  

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN GMSVP, AFMS, EFMLS, & SFMS 
 Source: GMSVP, AFMS, EFMLS, and SFMS websites  

http://www.gmsvp.org/
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What? You’ve never attended an 

EFMLS Wildacres Workshop? Do 

you realize what you’ve missed over 

the past 44 years? 

The Wildacres Retreat is located on 

its own private mountain, just off the 

Blue Ridge Parkway in Little 

Switzerland, NC (about an hour 

north of Asheville). It’s run by a private not-for-profit foundation dedicated, like our Eastern Federation, to the 

betterment of human relations. The generosity of the Wildacres Foundation makes it possible for approximately 

90 non-profit organizations, such as EFMLS, to use the facility for a variety of workshops. This May for example, 

we shared the campus with a group of cellists and members of a consortium of scientists, mathematicians, and 

engineers. Other groups invited to use the facility include potters, astronomers, writers, story tellers, religious 

groups, micologists and more. 

Each EFMLS Workshop features talks by a guest “speaker-in-residence.” For fall, we’ll have Alfredo Petrov, a 

well known mineralogist and world traveler who will share some of his stories about minerals and travels to 

unusual places. Not to worry, Alfredo’s talks will not be technical and will be of interest even to the non-mineral 

oriented person. He’s an interesting, fun and entertaining guy who has recently had a new mineral, 

“Alfredopetrovite”, named after him. 

The week includes six talks by Alfredo, about 20 hours devoted to classes, an auction, tailgate and show and tell 

session where everyone can see what participants have produced in classes during the week, and a mid-week 

Activity Day where you can go exploring or participate in the organized field trip if you wish. There is also 

sufficient time to relax on the wonderful porches or patio that overlook the Blue Ridge Mountains. 

Perhaps one of the best things about a week at an EFMLS Wildacres Workshop is that thanks to the Wildacres 

Foundation which underwrites a major portion of the cost for the week, tuition for the week is only $400 per 

person. This fee covers room and board, gratuity for the Wildacres Retreat staff and access to one or two of the 

classes being offered during the week. 

Instructors volunteer their time and talents to teach our classes. Most have been with us before and are 

outstanding! For fall, our line-up of classes is: 

4-day classes: Faceting - Steve Weinberger; Jewelry Design - Brenda 

Smith; Polymer Clay - Barbara McGuire;  

2-day classes: Fused Glass (both basic & advanced) - Becky Edmundson; 

Opal Cutting (both basic and advanced) - Cheryl Kasper; • Roadside 

Geology - Virginia Meador; Uncomplicated Mineral Photography - Virginia 

Meador; Silversmithing (both basic & intermediate) - Richard Meszler; 

Wirewrapping (both basic & intermediate) - Pamm Bryant. 

For a description of each of the classes, visit the EFMLS Wildacres 

Workshop website (efmls-wildacres.org). You can find registration forms 

there as well. 

 Wildacres in the Fall                               Steve Weinberger, EFMLS Wildacres Committee Chair 

 Source: EFMLS News, Volume 63, Number 7, May 2016 

http://www.gmsvp.org/
http://efmls-wildacres.org/
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The William Holland School of Lapidary Arts is situated on a mountain in north 

Georgia near the North Carolina border. It is a Rockhound's Dream come true. 

Here, near Young Harris College, is a special school that is like no other in the 

United States. The serious Rockhound can learn how to turn rough gems into 

family keepsakes. With dedication and determination, an inspired group of 

hobbyists is making it possible for many others to enjoy the fruits of their 

knowledge.  

The lapidary arts include all the skills that are required to make custom jewelry. At the William Holland School of 

Lapidary Arts, classes are taught by volunteer instructors in such procedures as faceting, silversmithing, the 

making of cabochons, wire crafting, wax modeling and casting, bead knotting and design, and opal cutting. Some 

weeks also include chain making, stained glass, basket making, and copper tooling. Gem and mineral 

identification classes are also offered. Students learn to use all the special tools, and shop safety is stressed. 

Each student carries home the fruits of his or her efforts as well as fond memories of new acquaintances.  

The facilities include a main building (lodge) of two stories whose upper ground floor is like a motel with 29 

bedrooms, each with a private bath and two beds, one double and one twin. Two bedrooms are equipped for the 

handicapped. The lower ground level contains 13 classrooms, the kitchen, and dining room. Each bedroom has a 

ceiling fan and air-conditioning was added during the 1997 season. A separate building, the Seabolt Building, 

houses the George Kasper Memorial Library. This building also has facilities for a campground with 10 spaces 

with full hookups. On September 1, 2001, we opened Mary Lou's Cottage. This building will be used by the 

instructors. There are 8 bedrooms, a kitchen and common area.  

The school is named for a deceased past president of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies. The 

creation of the William Holland School of Lapidary Arts was built through the personal philanthropy of Harold 

Sparks, another SFMS past president, and his wife Mary Lou. Much of the construction work was a volunteer 

effort of many members of the Southeast Federation. Furnishings and workshop equipment were donated by 

various clubs and societies in the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies. Harold has passed away but 

his family still operate the school for the benefit of rockhounds throughout the United States.  

The school is operated from April through October with certain weeks being set aside for special workshops 

sponsored by and for members of the Southeast Federation. All rockhounds are eligible to participate during the 

remainder of the season. Classes are of one week duration, and the courses vary during the time the school is in 

operation. A student takes one class for the week.  

The workshop week begins on Sunday with check-in after 3 PM; dinner is at 6 PM. Classes start at 9 AM on 

Monday. Tuesday night is generally scheduled for an auction with items donated by students and instructors. 

Proceeds go into classroom equipment and supplies.  

William Holland School of Lapidary Arts   
 Reference: SFMS Website: http://www.lapidaryschool.org/ 

Red Desert Picture Jasper Sapphiregre Enburma Rhodolite Garnet Rocky Butte 

Source: S.C.R.I.B.E. 2014 Clipart 

http://www.gmsvp.org/
http://www.lapidaryschool.org/
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Tightly tucked toward the top of our trinket trunks are treasures too toxic to touch, 

tempting us though as they tease our thoughts . 

Yes, tis true! Tossed throughout our treasure trunks are things that are toxic to the 

touch and taste, even in this totally tantalizing, yet tranquil, task of teaching there are 

terrors taxing my task. 

Well, enough of these terrible, Thesaurus taxing “t’s”. The message this month is a 

mention that there are dangers lurking among our mineral treasures and what to do 

about that. Think for a moment, if you will, about the chemical compositions of some of 

the minerals we collect - autunite, arsenopyrite, cinnabar, betafite, thorite, cuprosklodowskite, malachite, even 

beach shells for the jewelry we make have within them chemistries that, under certain conditions of working, 

handling, or storage, can present concerns about their part in maintaining our health. Think of the conditions 

in which we find our mineral treasures -- conditions that hide biting, stinging insects, or rash-causing plants, 

or offer precarious physical conditions which may impact ones health. 

Our hobby is associated with great joys but also has within it certain dangers with which we should exercise 

substantial care and caution. There are minerals that should not be touched with bare hands and fingers. 

There are minerals that should not be worked dry. There are minerals that produce slivers that, oh so easily, 

penetrate the skin. There are minerals of a radioactive nature as well. Each of those situations requires 

certain protective measures. 

We encounter many specimens of fauna and flora along the way as we walk to our favorite collecting 

localities. Many of those same fauna and flora are ones which bite, sting or scratch us. Some things just lay in 

wait to dig into our delicate hides, or scratch and tear us. We don’t usually encounter hiding tigers or 

crouching dragons on our trips but those pesky little eight and six legged things sure can mess with our 

enjoyments. 

What is a body to do to protect oneself? Glad you asked! We have a hobby based on sharing, giving, and 

teaching! Most of the hobby’s enthusiasts out there, ones I’ve met over the years, follow those practices in all 

ways. There are folks in our clubs who have all manner of experiences with our hobby’s related dangers and 

hazards. What I would like to offer here is a thought for your consideration. I would like to offer a suggestion 

that we encourage our members with the most experience to share, give, and teach not just about their 

knowledge with rocks, minerals, and fossils, but, also share, give, and teach what they have learned about 

being safe - - safe mineral handing, safe storage, safe caring and feeding of our treasures, safe traipsing on 

quarry roads, safe avoidance of biting insects and so on. 

I’d like to broaden the sharing approach of our hobby to all things safety. Indeed, if your club does not have a 

safety coordinator, I would recommend your investigation of the benefits to your club with having a dedicated 

safety person. And, if you already have such a dedicated person in your club, I applaud your forethought! If 

you have a safety coordinator making safety a fun, interesting, and a learning experience, you are well ahead 

of the safety curve! 

Please be safe, and think safety. Also, please mind those legless critters as well, after all, we all have a place 

on this Earth and we need to be mindful about sharing it with them. 

 Safety Matters—Terribly Toxic Treasures        Ellery Borow, EFMLS Wildacres Safety Chair 

 Source: EFMLS News, Volume 63, Number 7, May 2016 

http://www.gmsvp.org/
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Nearly every rockhound I meet is eager to explain how their interest in rocks, minerals, or fossils started when they 

were young. In fact, prior to the development of an increasingly media-driven society, hobbies like rock collecting were 

an important part of both personal and social development. With all the time spent watching television, playing video 

games, and tethered to social media, the sad reality is that many of today’s children have never experienced the 

rewards of a hobby. To be clear, a hobby is not the same as organized, adult-directed, after-school activities such as 

Little League. Hobbies are an important means of self-discovery and expressions of personal accomplishment that 

help build self esteem and resilience. Working on hobbies teaches children how to learn about things, how to set goals, 

make decisions, and develop a variety of problem-solving skills. Hobbies often mature into lifelong interests and 

sometimes even careers. 

Consider how thirty-plus years ago almost every kid in your neighborhood had some sort of hobby, whether it was 

trading baseball cards, mounting butterflies, or collecting things like stamps, or rocks. A young colleague recently 

expressed the financial motivation behind his degree in electrical engineering and his current interest in pursuing a 

master’s degree in business to make him more promotable. This was in stark contrast to an older colleague, also with 

a degree in electrical engineering, who expressed his start in “building radios” as a child and now dissatisfied with a 

career that increasingly pulls him away from his technical “roots.” Similar to the way trees need solid roots to grow tall 

and stand strong, kids need hobbies to help them develop life-long “roots” as well. 

As rockhounds, we already recognize the value of our hobby, so how do we help children today develop and sustain 

hobbies? 

Having participated in events with a variety of displays and demonstrations at a number of venues with children over 

past years, I am repeatedly reassured that kids still have innate curiosities for which hobbies form a way of tapping 

into. The child-like curiosity that is still awakened in us as adults through the pursuit of our hobbies is a necessary 

ingredient. Fortunately, geology remains fashionable among kids. Collecting rocks is interesting and learning how 

those rocks are geological windows into our own past is even better. Kids love to recognize patterns in nature. 

Cultivating a hobby takes “spare time,” which is arguably the first casualty of media-driven distractions and tightly 

packed schedules of organized activities in today’s world. Consider that by age 15, the average child has spent more 

time watching television than sitting in a classroom. Add to that the addictive-like effects of video games and the tether-

like effect of social media and texting, and one quickly recognizes that potential “spare time” is rapidly consumed by a 

craving for stimulation - even to a point of over-stimulation. Childhood is followed by the adult pressures of making a 

living with increasingly demanding schedules. If one never learned how to appreciate and make use of “spare time” 

with hobbies as a child, it’s not likely to be an integral part of adult life either. Hence, the first challenge is making room 

for “spare time.” 

Un-tethering the child, even for a little while, from his or her media-fed environment does not have to involve draconian 

parental controls accompanied by screaming and door slamming. The key is to: (1) set an example by making time 

ourselves as adults and (2) taking advantage of that time to tap into a shared child-like curiosity. This is where family-

oriented events like rock shows, county fairs, Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) expos, etc., 

can be very important venues to help explore interests together. This is also where it is important for our clubs and 

their memberships to continue hosting and participating in such events. In today’s financially-obsessed world, it is easy 

to forget that the real “value” of these events is not measured by their profitability in a purely monetary sense. The last 

STEM expo in which I participated with a 10x10 blackout tent filled with UV lights and fluorescent minerals captivated 

the interest of children and their parent’s innate curiosity alike! Asking questions together, many became interested in 

the glowing rocks and how they could get involved also. By setting the example as role models and being prepared to 

provide encouragement and guidance, there is still room for hobbies in today’s world. The good news is that activities 

like this psychologically free kids from being merely glued to computers and cell phones all day! When given the 

chance, children embrace the opportunity to get back to those interests we used to call “hobbies!” 

For want of spare time, a hobby may never develop. It takes a village as helping to make that “spare time” reality 

involves the time and effort of our clubs and its members supporting each other, parents, and children. The reward is 

that by helping a child to find a hobby, a talent may be born and a life enriched. In future articles, I intend to further 

explore how to inspire and guide children of different ages within the hobby. 

 How Rock Collecting Helps Kids: Our Responsibility  Dr. Gary Lahman, EFMLS Juniors Chair 

 Source: EFMLS News, Volume 63, Number 7, May 2016 

http://www.gmsvp.org/
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AFMS Code of Ethics 

I will respect both private and public property and will do no          

collecting on privately owned land without the owner’s permission. 

I will keep informed on all laws, regulations of rules governing       

collecting on public lands and will observe them. 

I will to the best of my ability, ascertain the boundary lines of      

property on which I plan to collect. 

I will use no firearms or blasting material in collecting areas. 

I will cause no willful damage to property of any kind - fences, signs, buildings. 

I will leave all gates as found. 

I will build fires in designated or safe places only and will be certain they are completely   

extinguished before leaving the area. 

I will discard no burning material - matches, cigarettes, etc. 

I will fill all excavation holes which may be dangerous to livestock. 

I will not contaminate wells, creeks or other water supply. 

I will cause no willful damage to collecting material and will take home only what I can   

reasonably use. 

I will practice conservation and undertake to utilize fully and well the materials I have      

collected and will recycle my surplus for the pleasure and benefit of others. 

I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P. (Help Eliminate Litter Please) and will leave all 

collecting areas devoid of litter, regardless of how found. 

I will cooperate with field trip leaders and those in designated authority in all collecting     

areas. 

I will report to my club or Federation officers, Bureau of Land management or other         

authorities, any deposit of petrified wood or other materials on public lands which should be 

protected for the enjoyment of future generations for public educational and scientific     

purposes. 

I will appreciate and protect our heritage of natural resources. 

I will observe the “Golden Rule”, will use “Good Outdoor Manners” and will at all times  

conduct myself in a manner which will add to the stature and Public “image” of rockhounds 

everywhere. 
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