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Sara Phillips

Good day GMSVP Members! I hope everyone has a good March –
it looks like we might have a little more snow and/or ice before we
jump into springtime. If H2O is the formula for water, what is the
formula for ice? H2O cubed! (science humor!)
During our March 2nd membership meeting, we tried something a
little different. We had a chili cook-off combined with a rock swap.
Congratulations to the chili cook-off winners: Water Priest (1st
Place), Gary Bergtholdt (2nd Place), and Pat Fontaine (3 rd Place)!
Thanks to everyone who participated (we had 9 chili contestants)! It was a great
success and everyone had a good time!
Our next membership meeting on April 6 th will consist of a live auction! We will be
selling equipment, mineral/rock and fossil samples, jewelry, and much more. Please
bring cash or check for this event. We only have a live auction once a year, so don’t
miss this opportunity to expand your collection and support GMSVP at the same time!
We have a mineral collecting field trip coming up on Sunday, April 30th, at Scufflin
Acres Farm in Prospect, VA. The fee for collecting from 9 AM until 1 PM (half day) is
$10; the fee for a full day from 9 AM until 5 PM is $20. The fee and waivers will be
handled at the site. You will also be shown where to dig and what to look for. See Mary
Hood’s field trip update on page 15 for more information.
We have an upcoming Treasures of the Earth (TOTE) Show from March 24th to 26th in
Hampton, Virginia. We need volunteers to help with equipment (Cont’d on next page)
GMSVP Purpose: The purpose of the GMSVP is to: facilitate the exchange of
information and general cooperation among its members by promoting the study of
lapidary techniques, mineralogy, paleontology, and allied fields of Earth sciences;
provide the community with a knowledge of the hobby through lectures,
demonstrations, and exhibitions; and enjoy good fellowship.
Visitors Welcome: The GMSVP welcomes any visitor with an interest in geology,
mineralogy and the lapidary arts. Whether you are a hobbyist, artist, collector or
interested in Earth Science, the club has something for everyone.

Dues: Individual $15, Couple $20, and Family $25. Dues information is under:
Documents and Membership Information on the GMSVP Website Homepage.
Meeting Location: Our meetings are held at Sandy Bottom Nature Park in Hampton,
VA. Check the GMSVP website Events page for actual dates
and times. The upcoming meeting information is in the
Special Points of Interest area on the left of this page.
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President’s Corner (Cont’d)
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Sara Phillips

(Cont’d from prior page) setup, geode cutting/selling, demonstrations, and equipment
pack-up. Our club currently has no committee chair running this program. If anyone
has time to volunteer for this TOTE Show (even if it’s just a few hours), it would help
immensely. Remember, if a club member volunteers 4 hours of their time and either
helps with equipment pack-up and setup on Thursday or equipment breakdown and
storage on Sunday, you can buy any geode for half price (and we will cut it for you
too!). Below I have a list of areas where we will need help:
Thursday March 23rd: 12pm – We need volunteers to meet at the GMSVP shed at
Sandy Bottom Nature Park and pack up equipment in the truck. After the truck is
packed, we will still need volunteers to meet at the Hampton Coliseum to get
everything setup at our booth. This entire process usually takes about 2 hours.
Friday March 24th: 12pm to 6pm, and Saturday and Sunday March 25th and 26th:
10am to 5pm – We need volunteers for geode sales, cutting geodes, wire wrapping
demonstrations, polishing demonstrations, and just talking to the general public about
GMSVP.
Sunday March 26th: 4pm – We need volunteers to help clean up our booth area and
pack up equipment in the truck. After the truck is packed, we will still need volunteers
to meet at the GMSVP shed for storage. This entire process usually takes about 2
hours.
In case you forget - with your GMSVP membership card, you get into the TOTE
shows for FREE! Please bring your membership card with you to get into this event. I
hope to see all of you there!
Have a Gneiss Day!!!

Sara Beth

March Meeting Such Fun

Dan Fontaine

The March Meeting was such fun! The Chili
Cookoff was a great success with nine
chilies to sample. First, second, and third
place winners were Walter Priest, Gary
Bergtholdt, and Pat Fontaine, respectively.
Many of our members brought in some of
their favorite specimens to show off and trade and/or sell.
GMSVP’s “The Virginia Pen”: Non-commercial reprint permission is granted to non-profit
organizations, unless otherwise noted.

FAIR USE NOTICE. This publication may contain copyrighted material the use of which has
not been specifically authorized by the copyright owner. We are making such material available in our efforts to advance the educational understanding of the amateur jewelry fabrication and rock collecting hobbies. We believe this constitutes a 'fair use' of any such copyrighted material as provided for in section 107 of the U.S. Copyright Law. If you wish to use material from this publication for commercial or purposes of your own that go beyond 'fair use', you
must obtain permission from the copyright owner.
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April Program: GMSVP Annual Auction

Michael Griffith

It's that time of year
again! Time for the club
to clear out (some of) the
shed and divest
ourselves of some of the
rock collections that
we've bought over the
past year. Yes, the
annual GMSVP auction
will feature rocks, gems, specimens, slabs and a few (used) pieces of lapidary equipment.
Since we are short on time for the auction, I recommend the following:
1. Arrive early and get registered for the auction. This includes getting you bidding
number.
2. We will have a table set up with approximately 100 items (Lots.) If you see a lot that
you would like to bid on, take it off the that table and place it on the table(s) next to the
podium. We will have approximately 60 spaces for items going
to auction. Most lots, if not all, will have a minimum bid on
them. This is the price that the bidding will start.
3. Bid in whole dollar amounts. The bidding will go on until it is
obvious who the winning bidder is; then there will be a call of
"GOING ONCE, GOING TWICE, SOLD!" The highest bidder
before 'SOLD' wins the auction. The item will be logged, and the
total price will be noted in the buyers paperwork. Bid early and
often! The lot will be delivered to the winning bidder after the
bidding is over. I hope to have photos of all the lots to be projected on the screen so that everyone can get a
good look at the items, but if you still would like to get a close up look at an item, a runner can bring the item
over to you.
4. If you are finished, you can check out with the talley-person. We accept Cash, Check and most likely Credit
Card. Please have your checks filled out to GMSVP; we appreciate anything that you can do to make the
process go faster.

5. There will be a few items in the auction that are for Pebble Pups only to bid on.

Help Staff the GMSVP Booth at the March Tote Show
Hampton Roads Convention Center, Hampton, VA
Thursday March 23rd: 12pm – GMSVP shed at Sandy Bottom Nature Park – load truck. Set up
booth and saws at Hampton Roads Convention Center.
Friday March 24th: 12pm to 6pm, and Saturday and Sunday March 25th and 26th: 10am to 5pm – Staff booth
at the show (geode sales & cutting, lapidary demonstrations, cabochon polishing, and just talking with visitors).
Sunday March 26th: 4pm – Clean up our booth area, pack up equipment in the truck, and unload the truck at the
GMSVP Sandy Bottom shed.
Page 3
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VA Beach April TOTE Show—VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Sara Phillips

Time is closing in for the Treasures Of the Earth
(TOTE) show at Virginia Beach Convention
Center on April 21st to 23rd. We will be setting up
our booth on April 20th. Those
members who are available should
meet at our shed at the Sandy
Bottom Nature Center at noon, load
the truck, and proceed to the
Convention Center to set up our
booth. I hope that all of our
members can spend some time
helping out at the booth and seeing what the other vendors are offering. On
Friday through Sunday, the convention center doors open at 8 AM for vendors
to set up. The show hours are: Friday – Noon to 6 PM and Saturday & Sunday
– 10 AM to 5 PM.
We are in need of a show committee chair. Please consider chairing or
joining the committee to assist in planning and ensuring the shows that
we attend continue to be a great success.
Our GMSVP booth at the TOTE Show includes displays about Virginia’s
natural resources and our club. Members also will display their collections and
demonstrate the equipment. As a fund raising activity, our club sells geodes at the show, which we cut with our
rock saws. These shows also are a great way to increase awareness of our club and gain new members.
Schedule:
•

Thursday, April 20th:


Noon: Volunteers meet at our club shed at the Sandy Bottom Nature Park to load the truck and
caravan over to the show site or can meet us at Virginia Beach Convention Center.



1:30 PM: Truck unloading and GMSVP booth/equipment setup. Booth and equipment setup takes
about 3 hours; more volunteers, less time.

•

Friday, April 21st to Sunday April 23rd: During the show, GMSVP booth/equipment have four areas that
need manning: demonstrations, education/youth programs, geode/slab cutting, and sales. Please let Bill Neff
know which activity and day you can support; no experience is necessary (training is available).

•

Sunday, April 23rd at 4 PM:



Booth and equipment cleanup, teardown, and loading at the end of the show.



Truck unloading at the club’s shed in Sandy Bottom Nature Park.

While any GMSVP member may use the club’s equipment, priority will be given to volunteers at the show. Club
members will be available to provide training on equipment’s proper use and safety for new rockhounds.
Volunteers will have ample time to also see the show. Members are reminded that we get free access to the show
(bring your GMSVP membership card) and we are not competing with the other venders or clubs. Questions
should be directed to Sara Phillips (sphillips@ecslimited.com).
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Wire Weaving

Holly Worsham

Wire weaving is becoming a very popular way to wrap cabochons or any desired object. Bubba Ward, long time
member of the GMSVP club, teaches a wire wrapping course at the Tote shows as well as the club picnics. This
is a great place to start learning this craft.
Wire weaving is where you take multiple gauge wires and weave different patterns to add additional dimension
and design in a manner that keeps the stone secure. There are no glues or heating tools used in this method.
The width of your cabochon usually determines the width of your weave or multiple weaves secured together. You
need to have your weaving or multiple weaves wide enough to secure the stone in place. The most common wire
combination is a 20-gauge base wire and a 26-gauge weaving wire. A good rule of thumb is to have a 6-gauge
difference in the two wire to get good contrast (but this is not cast in stone, pun intended).
The thinnest weave is the basic 2 wire weave and you can do a variety of different combinations to come up with
a variety of different weaves. In the picture below is a basic two wire weave. I wrapped the weaving wire around
the bottom base wire in a coil fashion 5 times and then around both base wires 3 times. The combinations can be
whatever you want them to be: 10 times around the bottom base wire and 5 times around both base wires, it is up
to you.

The 3-wire weave in the picture below is the Picot weave. In this illustration, you start by coiling your weaving wire
around your base wire on the middle wire. The number of times is up to up to you. The configuration below is 8
coils around the middle wire and 2 times around all 3 base wires. (Cont’d on the next page.)

THE 2017 CFMS-AFMS SHOW: Please mark your calendar for June 9-11, 2017 for the
nationwide CFMS-AFMS Show and Convention. The VGMS (Ventura Gem & Mineral Society) is
a member of the CFMS (California Federation of Mineralogical Societies), which in turn is one of
7 regions of the AFMS (American Federation of Mineralogical Societies). Each year the CFMS
holds a Show and Convention somewhere in California, and likewise, each year the AFMS joins
with one of the 7 regions for its annual show. Hence, every 7 years it lands in California. It's a
special event to host the CFMS show, and even more special to host for the joint CFMS-AFMS show.

New GMSVP Members—Welcome New Rockhounds!
Steven Fox
Page 5
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Wire Weaving (Cont’d)

Holly Worsham

(Cont’d from prior page) The next illustration is a 3-wire Snake weave. Using 3 base wires you coil around the
bottom two base wires twice and then then two top base wires in an alternating fashion. As with the other weaves
you can create your own combination in the number of times you wrap around your base wires.

Below is the Aztec Wire weave, using 4 base wires. You begin by securing your wire to your bottom base wire
with a single coil. Then you add your second base wire and wrap around twice, add a third base wire and wrap
around the second and third base wire two times. Add your fourth base wire and wrap around the third and fourth
base wire two times. (You can keep adding the number of base wires you need to fit your stone). Once you reach
your last base wire you work your way back down wrapping two base wires at a time. Then repeat until you get
the length you need to fit your stone.

To learn more about wire weaving here are some resources you can find on the internet.
Wire Wrap Tips & Tutorials Group on Facebook is a Closed group you can request to join. People from all over
our planet post completed projects, ask and answer questions and the group has a FILE section located near the
top of the page where you can get additional information that members have posted.
The following information is a helpful reference on copper wire. It is my understanding that David Rowland was
the original poster of the list of American Wire Gauges (AWG) that can be used in wire weaving. You will need to
strip off the insulation and un-strand the wire and then recoil on a spool. This is most economical way (if you have
the time) of acquiring cooper wire at a reasonable price. For example, I purchased 25 feet 26g wire off
Amazon.com and paid $6.00. I went to Lowes and purchases 20 feet of #14 THHN wire and got 19 strands of 26g
wire for $2.20 (it was on sale for 11 cents per foot). I used this wire in the example pictures above. You can also
purchase bare copper wire on spools at Home Depot.com and have the order delivered free to the store for pick
up. Gauge wires available were 18g, 22g, and 24g. The Wire Wrap Tips & Tutorials Facebook group also
recommend Rio Grande online, but I have not checked them out yet. (Cont’d on the next page.)

Gem Tree Workshop
Gary Bergtholdt is holding 2-3 hour gem tree workshops at his home.
If interested, contact Gary at: gbergtholdt@gmail.com.
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Wire Weaving (Cont’d)

Holly Worsham

(Cont’d from prior page)

Source: Wire Wraps & Tutorials Facebook Group

Robin Judd, Thursday, June 30, 2016:
•

Romex wire has three wires, gauges 10-14, one uncoated and two coated

•

SJOOW 16/3 has 78 strands of 30g bare copper!

•

THHN has two types - stranded and single wire (just one single strand inside). Stranded THHN wire has
uncoated wires bundled inside an outer insulation. Much easier to strip, since you just have to do one. This
is how the THHN breaks down:
o #14 THHN contains 19 bare strands of 26 gauge wire
o #12 THHN contains 6 bare strands of 26g wire and 13 bare strands 24g wire
o #10 THHN contains 6 of 24g and 13 of 22g.
o #8 THHN contains 19 strands of 20g *(I bought 10 feet = 190 feet for around$5. US)
o #6 THHN contains 6 strands of 20g and 13 strands of 18g
o #4 THHN contains 6 strands of 18g and 13 strands of 16g.
o #2 THHN contains 6 strands of 16g and 13 strands of 14g
o 100 Amp Grounds Wire 7 strands of 14g
o 200 Amp Ground Wire 7 strands of12g
o *0/1 ( called "aught one) gauge THHN contains 6 strands of 14g and 13 of 12g
o *0/2 (aught two) gauge THHN contains 6 strands of 14g and 12 of 11g plus one of 10g
o *0/3 (aught three) gauge THHN contains 6 strands of 12g and 13 of 10g.

When you go to Lowe’s or such, you need to ask for someone to help you in the electrical department and they
will know what you are talking about if you ask for the THHN #. They also need to cut whatever length you
need. I usually buy it in 10 foot lengths and most cost much less than a dollar per foot.
Source: Wire Wraps & Tutorials Facebook
Group: Nicole Hanna and Robin Judd have
posted the above list in the Wire Wrapping &
Metal Working Education section under Files
located within the group.
You Tube has many wire artists posting
educational tutorials some of my favorites so far
are:
•
•
•

CSLdesigns
Go Art Yourself - Nicole Hanna
OxanaCrafts

Some of my first pieces are shown here.
Upcoming Events:
• TGMS Auction—Mar 20

• GMSVP Picnics—May 13 &
Sep 9

• GMSVP Auction—Apr 6

• Tote Shows—Mar 24-26, Apr

• Turtles in Time—May 7

21-23, Jul 14-16, & Oct 6-8

Page 7

• Scufflin Field Trip—Apr 30

• EFMLS Wildacres

• Fossil Hunt—June 9
Workshops—May 22-28 & 9/4- • SFMS William Holland
10
Workshop—6/11-17; Wildacres
• Aurora Fossil Festival—May
Workshop 7/23-29, 8/21-27, &
26-28
9/18-24
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You Just Never Know What You’ll Find on a Fossil Trip

Sue Hurst, WV Fossil Club President & Editor

We love to go fossil hunting. Most of the times we actually find
them. Once in a while though, there is no such thing. This is a
story about one such trip which happened in 2008.
We had a scheduled fossil trip to Pocahontas County in West
Virginia (WV). We had to wade a shallow stream with some
slippery rocks throughout. This is on private property, and we
are usually successful in finding WV coral. It is a long drive to
the site, a couple of hours looking for fossils, and a long drive
home. It usually takes all day for my family, because we stop
several times for one thing or another.

Young clowns from Patch Addams Hospital. 2nd

This day, when we got to the site, we saw immediately that it was a wasted trip. The water was too high and
milky. We were really disappointed. When we were standing at the end of a bridge, we saw two vehicles coming
so we moved. We split up on both sides of the road. The first vehicle stopped, and I could see it was full of
clowns. The front passenger said to me: “Do you want a hug?” Of course I replied: “What”? When he repeated
it, I saw he had a sign—FREE HUGS, so I motioned them out and said: “Well, get out here!” They all got out;
there were 12 of them. The second vehicle had clowns too, and they joined us. We were all laughing as they
were switching back and forth, on both sides of the road, until everyone got a hug They said they were from the
Guesendheit Institute, Patch Addams’ Hospital. They were on their way to Marlington, WV to pass out hugs at a
festival. Two of us took pictures, and I asked and received permission to put them in our newsletters and/or the
newspaper.
What a wonderful fossil trip! We still laugh and talk about it. We had the best memories from it.

So after that happened, I try to tell people, “You just never know what you’ll find on a fossil trip. Fossils? Usually.
But sometimes something extraordinary happens that may leave you with a life-time of memories”.

Help Needed—Please Volunteer!
There are several positions that offer volunteer opportunities for
anyone looking to make
a difference in their lives as well as in the lives of others. Please consider volunteering for
one of the available positions.
•

Pebble Pups Co-chair - Great opportunity to make a difference in the lives of the
younger generation. This is a co-chair; you are not alone in this position.
•

Tote Show Coordinator - Lead the planning and club’s participation in gem and mineral shows.

•

Property Manager - Keep track of club equipment and order parts as needed.

•

Silver Jewelry Instructor - Instruct club members in the techniques of silver jewelry fabrication.

•

Club Librarian/Historian - Keep track of the clubs library books and the history of the club. Prepare and
submit All American Club Yearbook.

Please see the minutes on page 17 for GMSVP committee reports.
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Safety Matters: Safety Is No Accident

Ellery Borow, AFMS/EFMLS Safety Chair

Source: EFMLS News, Vol. 64, Number 5, March 2017

I have an embarrassing story to tell. I am neither proud of, nor happy about relating the story, but here
we go. Perhaps you can learn from my mistakes.
Several years ago I was persuading a rock up and out of a hole. The rock was damp and mostly
covered with mud. The embarrassing part of the story is that as the rock was protesting, yet grudgingly
moving upward, I hurriedly took off my gloves, and with bare hands finished wrestling the rock out of the hole.
Yes I, a huge advocate of safety took off my gloves to get a better grip to maneuver the stone. Surely you can see
my dilemma and embarrassment! What I should have done was to select and work with the proper gloves before
beginning the procedure of moving that rock.
Safety is an attitude. Safety should be automatic. When I didn’t do the right thing, I felt embarrassed. No one saw
my mistake, but I know I made it. I’m not going to beat myself up for having made it, but it does call to mind that
none of us is perfect, errors occur, but, if attitude is any indication, I felt bad about make a safety mistake.
So what are the lessons to be learned here? Make safety automatic. Do give safety all the additional thought
necessary to make everything one does - safe.
There are many types of gloves - select the proper ones for the task.
I had initially put on work gloves that protected by fingers, but when damp with mud, had not provided sufficient
gripping power. Once the proper gloves have been selected, wear them! There are gloves for water protection,
hammer handle shock protection, cushioned for chisel holding, for better gripping power, for permitting greater
dexterity, and for general purpose uses.
Gloves come in different sizes. Guys with small hands take note: if you can’t find a man’s glove in a small size,
then use a woman’s glove. Fit is important and no one will know unless you select the frilly pink polka-dot ones.
There are gloves that are heavy, thin, leather, cotton, canvas, synthetic, rubber tipped or dotted for gripping
power, cut resistant, armored, fluorescent colored, cuffed, and on and on. Gloves come in a variety of prices.
They are often cheap enough to have extra pairs - one for each task at hand - if you will pardon the pun.
Safety as an attitude is important. It is something we can do something about. Here is a great quote to keep in
mind by Austrian analyst Viktor Frankl: “The last of human freedoms is to choose one’s attitude in any given set of
circumstances.”
Be safe, wear safety. Your safety matters. And by the way, I did get that rock out of the hole, but it did leave its
muddy mark on me.

GMSVP Regular Meeting
Thursday, April 6th, 7 PM

•
•

2017 TOTE Shows

Program: Annual GMSVP Auction

March 24—26, Hampton, VA
April 21—23, July 14—16, &
October 6—8, VA Beach

Sandy Bottom Nature Park’s Nature Center,
Hampton, VA (Enter from Big Bethel Road)
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EFMLS Convention 2017

Dave Korzendorfer, EFMLS President

Source: EFMLS Newsletter, Vol. 64, Number 4, February 2017

Mark your calendar for the 2017 EFMLS Annual Convention—the weekend of October 20 - 22, in Bristol,
Connecticut. Mid-October is typically peak time for fall color, which can be spectacular. We’ll have lots of activities
planned for those who come, including road logs for those who want to drive and experience quaint New England,
with the reds and golds of fall foliage juxtaposed with rock walls, winding roads, old cemeteries, and white
churches.
Connecticut is a small state in size, but is very rich in mineral diversity. The pegmatites in the central valley region
produced many fine gem-quality beryl and tourmaline crystals, as well as most other pegmatite suite minerals.
Thanks to being at the site of multiple plate collisions, Connecticut is composed of all three rock types, and
minerals occur in a wide variety of geologic terrains. The metamorphic terrains produced abundant garnet (the
state mineral), kyanite, and other metamorphic minerals. World-class Bristol chalcocite crystals were formed at
the contact of sedimentary rocks and volcanic extrusive rocks. The theme of the show is “Connecticut Rocks,”
with a focus on the mineralogy of the state, and there will be a Saturday talk on the Geologic History of
Connecticut. Yale’s Peabody Museum and the Connecticut Mining Museum are short drives from the show
location, and the Harvard Museum is only a 2-hour drive away.
We hope to see you all at the convention.

EFMLS Region IV Annual Picnic/Rock Swap

Sara Phillips, EFMLS Region IV VP

Source: http://www.smrmc.org/region-iv-rock-swap--sale.html (click on link for directions & times)

This is a fun event for rock club members to meet
and socialize with other rock club members and
trade and sell their specimens. It is open to all
EFMLS rock club members, and their families.
Each person (or family) is asked bring a potluck dish
to share. We also ask that each person (or family)
donate one labeled specimen for the auction.
When you arrive at the Brookside Pavilion, you will
be directed to an area where there is ample parking
and room for your displaying tables. You will need to
bring your own tables and chairs. Please try to
confine your space to a 10’ x 10’ area directly
behind your vehicle. A 10' x 10' pop-up tent works
well.
There will be a "Treasure Box" available for anyone who wishes to donate rocks, tools, etc. These items will be
FREE for anyone to take (no junk please).
There are onsite restrooms and handicap access.
The Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral Club will provide plates, cups, plastic ware, sodas, and bottled water.
Please help clean up after the swap --- so we can get our deposit back. Please THANK all the volunteers who
have donated their time/energy to make this picnic/swap happen.
Contact Person: Dave Lines (240)-427-7062, Dave.Lines@earthlink.net
Page 10
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Jewelry Bench Tips

Brad Smith, www.BradSmithJewelry.com

BENCH SHEARS: When cutting sheet metal, it's quicker and easier to
use a set of shop shears as compared with using a hand saw. The cut
is not as precise, but many times you don't need that. Shears will easily
cut up to 24 gauge sheet, and some will cut 22 or even 20 gauge.
Current prices for shears run from $13 - $22 in jewelry catalogs, and the
Joyce Chen scissors recommended on some jewelry blogs run more
than $20. But we found a cheaper alternative at the 99 Cent Store some gardening utility scissors that were only $1.07
I buy a half dozen of them at a time for use in my jewelry classes.
They're great for cutting bezels, trimming around a bezel cup and cutting
a piece off a larger sheet.
———————————————————————————————————BEZEL CLOSER: A bezel closer is a steel punch that makes quick work out of
pushing the metal down over a round stone and burnishing it. The working end is
a concave cavity that fits over your bezel or prong setting and is pushed and
twisted to capture the stone. Sets can be purchased but are expensive and
contain many sizes you will probably never use. If all you need is one or two
sizes, here's how you can make them yourself.
Find a good quality, round steel rod a little larger in diameter than your bezel cup
or prong setting. Cut a 5 inch length. File both ends flat. Locate the center of one
end, center punch a divot, and drill a small pilot hole about 5 mm deep.
Remember to use a little oil as lubricant when cutting steel.
Select a ball bur a bit smaller than the steel rod but slightly larger than the bezel.
Enlarge the pilot hole to a full hemispherical cavity. Test for proper fit with your
bezel. Bezel should first contact the cavity about a third of the way in. When the
size is correct, polish the cavity using Zam on a length of chopstick in your
flexshaft. If the tool is not polished, it will leave scratches on your bezel or
prongs.
When using the tool, the first step is to capture the stone correctly. I usually work
by hand and push the punch straight down over the bezel or prongs. This causes
the metal to start bending over the stone. Next I inspect with a lens to be sure
the stone is staying level. This is repeated until the stone is seated on its bearing
and can't move anymore.
Next you want to force the metal down onto the stone uniformly all the way
around. While this can be done by hand, I often gently tap the punch
with a hammer. Finally, burnish the bezel by twisting the punch around.
———————————————————————————See all Brad's jewelry books at: www.Amazon.com/author/
BradfordSmith.
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SFMS Workshops: http://sfmsworkshops.com/?p=1
One of the unique facets of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical
Societies is our Workshop Program, which offers members the opportunity
to gather for week-long, hands-on seminars taught by experienced
instructors. Whether you are a newcomer to the lapidary arts and want to
learn the basics, or you’re experienced and want to learn something new or hone your
skills, the Workshop Program has something for you.
While William Holland raised their tuition this year, the SFMS has decided to keep the
cost at $370. Just another perk of belonging.
We have some exciting news. Wildacres has allowed the SFMS to have another week
for 2017. The dates will be July 23-29. The Wildacres Director (Rosemary van
Wandelen) is actively seeking instructors for this new session. This new workshop will
be in session during the big Franklin NC show (July 27 – 30). Folks will be able to take
a day off mid-week and visit the show. Also the Grass Creek Gem & Mineral Show in
Spruce Pines, NC will begin on July 30, the last day of the workshop. You can leave
Wildacres and go directly to the Grass Creek Show.

Metal Class at Wildacres

Casting Class at William
Holland

Classes: Class Descriptions and Bios
•

William Holland 6/11-17/17: Beading, Cabs 2 W/Intarsia, Casting, Gemstone Faceting, Immersion Enameling
and Cold Connection, Inlay/Silver 1, Opals, Polymer Clay, Silver 2 – Southwest, Silver I, and Wire I – Spoon
Jewelry

•

Wildacres 7/23-29/17: Beads, Casting I, Chain Maille, Creative Jewelry Fabrication, Gem Trees,
Metalsmithing for Juniors, Raku Pottery, Wire

•

Wildacres 8/21-27/17: Boot Camp In Metals and Fire, Casting, Chain Maille, Cold Connection I, Gourds are
Coming Back, Metalwork Special Projects

•

Wildacres 9/18-24/17: Bench Building, Cold Connections II, Int./Adv. Seed Bead Stitching, Metal Folding,
Silver I, and Soapstone & Wood Carving

We look forward to seeing you! Download registration form: 2017 Registration Form

SFMS Scholarship Raffle

Gary Bergtholdt, GMSVP Treasurer

The Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies (SFMS) is
having its annual scholarship raffle. Raffle tickets have been sent to
club treasurers; Gary Bergtholdt has ours. The raffle will be for prizes
donated by SFMS members. Tickets are $5 each or 5 for $20.
Proceeds from the raffle will fund SFMS 2018 Workshop
Scholarships. The club’s participation in the raffle ticket sales will
generate an opportunity to win a scholarship. Every member who
donates a prize for the raffle will generate an additional opportunity for the club to win a scholarship.
You can get raffle tickets by contacting Gary at: gbergtholdt@gmail.com. Winners will be announced at the SFMS
Conference in October.
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“Spring” Into Action or “Fall” Behind

Steve Weinberger, Wildacres Committee Chair

Source: EFMLS News Volume 64, Number 4, February 2017

There is still time to register for the first EFMLS Workshop at Wildacres (May 22-28,
2017) although space is filling fast. We’re delighted to have the renowned Bob
Jones, Sr. Editor of Rock & Gem Magazine, as our speaker-in-residence once
again. Bob’s a world traveler and outstanding speaker and will surely share with us
some of his adventures in both United States and other world collecting localities
during his talks.

See the links below for a list of classes being offered at the Spring Workshop during the week of May 22—28 and
the registration form. Don’t delay sending in your reservations so you won’t be disappointed.
Our fall session will feature a new to us speaker - Dr. Tim Morgan. Tim’s specialty is gemstones, and he’ll share
his collecting adventures and knowledge about many of them with us during his non-technical talks. There is still
space available for this fall session (September 4 - 10, 2017). See the links below for the list of available classes
and the registration form. Tim will be a teacher during our spring session and is excited about coming back in fall
to share info about his love of gemstones and travels to find them with us.
So what is Wildacres? The property originally belonged to Thomas Dixon (author of the Clansman which was
used as the source for the film “Birth of a Nation”). During the depression, Dixon lost the property and in 1936, it
was sold at bankruptcy auction to I.D. Blumenthal for $6,500.
After several years, non-profit groups such as our Eastern Federation were invited to use the facility for programs
which in some way better human interactions. New buildings were constructed to replace Dixon’s original hotels,
and the number of groups using the facility was expanded as the season grew. Some 90 different groups are now
invited each year!
The property sits on a private tract of land - Pompey’s Knob - just off the Blue Ridge Parkway in Little
Switzerland, NC about an hour north of Asheville.
Wildacres is quiet - no TV, radios, or frantic car traffic or beeping horns interrupt the pleasant mountain silence.
On clear days you can see Mt. Mitchell from the patio or porches! Sounds that do interrupt the silence are birds,
musical instruments if there is a music group in attendance, and lots of great conversation and laughter.
Why attend an EFMLS Wildacres session?
•
•

•
•
•
•

It’s lots of fun
You’ll get to meet fellow rockhounds from all over the east coast (and perhaps other areas as well)
You’ll learn new skills or perhaps polish already learned ones
You’ll have a great chance to relax in a beautiful and quiet setting
You’ll have a chance to do this for a reasonable cost ($410 per person including room and board)
And much, much more.

We encourage you to attend one or both of our upcoming sessions. We doubt if you’ll be disappointed - and at
only $410 per person (plus fees for the materials you use in the classes you take), you’ll quickly learn why so
many people come back year after year. Give it a try!
Related links: EFMLS Wildacres: http://efmls-wildacres.org/; Spring Wildacres Classes: http://efmls-wildacres.org/
page10/index.html; Fall Wildacres Classes: http://efmls-wildacres.org/page5/index.html; and Wildacres
Registration: http://efmls-wildacres.org/styled-7/index.html.
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Source: Wayne County
Gem and Mineral Club
News, March 2017

You may have heard the theories that modern birds are descendent from
dinosaurs that roamed the planet in the Mesozoic Era (225-65 million years
ago), like the Velociraptor depicted above. And that some of those dinosaurs,
both large and small, are now purported to have had feathers. But, have you
seen any of the direct evidence?
Well, researchers in Regina, Saskatchewan working with colleagues in China
have made a remarkable find within a 99 million year old piece of amber. Chinese researcher Lida Xing had
acquired the amber in 2015 from collectors in Myanmar and immediately recognized the significance of the
preserved material. Ryan McKellar, curator at the Royal Saskatchewan Museum, helped to identify feathers
attached to a small dinosaur tailbone preserved within the amber.

The tailbone of a Cretaceous Period juvenile dinosaur remarkably
preserved in amber and covered in feathers. Field of view in this photo is
about 2”. The darker specs within the amber are ants, pieces of beetles and a
bit of plant material. (from Graham, 2016)
Although fossilized and preserved feathers have been found in proximity to
dinosaur remains for nearly two decades, it is often difficult to prove they were actually from the dinosaur and not
perhaps from prey recently captured by the therapod predator. Furthermore, the intricate morphology of
previously discovered Mesozoic therapod feathers was often disturbed or destroyed by the processes of burial
and lithification. Not so in amber where the finest detail of the original
feather can be observed.
A close-up of dinosaur feathers preserved in amber: Note the
perfect preservation in this piece that is only 3 mm across. (from Xing
et. al., 2016)
Because of the excellent preservation provided by the amber, McKellar
could observe the morphology of the tailbone and identify the 8
connected vertebrae of a small dinosaur. He could also study the detail of how the feathers are attached.
Chinese researchers (Xing, L., 2016) have used specialized X-ray equipment to study soft tissue (muscles and
ligaments) and even trace amounts of hemoglobin trapped within the amber. The recognition and isolation of
preserved organic molecules dating to the Mesozoic is not a precursor to the cloning or revival of extinct species.
Proteins and amino acid remnants in preserved organic matter are not DNA. However, it is an incredibly
important find for researchers working to accurately place dinosaurs and other extinct species into the evolution
of life on earth. The world of paleontology has a new frontier to explore.
References:
Graham, J., 2016, Saskatchewan researches helps ID feathered dinosaur tail trapped in amber, Canadian press,
Dec. 8, 2016 Link to story
Greiner, Michael, 2016, personal communication
Xing, L., et. al., 2016, A Feathered Dinosaur Tail with Primitive Plumage Trapped in Mid-Cretaceous Amber,
Current Biology, v. 26 #4, p. 3352-3360 Link to Abstract
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Field Trip Update

Mary Hood

Contact Mary Hood (mhood4@msn.com) for
additional information or to sign up for a field trip.

April 30th Sunday: Scufflin Farms, 261 Scufflin
Acres Lane, Prospect, VA 23960
Sunday April 30th From 9 AM until 1 PM ($10 fee for a
half day) or until 5 PM ($20 for a full day). I believe that
most will find enough within the half a day. Sean Harley
will collect the fee, and show everybody where to dig,
what to look for, etc. Sean will also collect the fees and
have waivers to sign at the digging site.
Details:

Participants will have the opportunity to find amethyst, quartz, citrine, mica, some nice feldspar; see below for
some photos of what can be found there. The map to the right provides some directions to the site. We can all
just meet at the digging site; a 4-wheel drive is not required. You should bring buckets for collection, a shovel, a
trowel, water, food, etc. Digging may not required, because you can find quite a bit on the ground.

——————————————————————————————————————————————————

May 7th Sunday: 'Turtles in Time: From Fossils to the Present'
From 1 PM—5 PM. There will be a tour of the “Turtles in Time: From to the Present” Exhibit at the Lora Robins
Gallery. David Hutchinson, whose collection is on display, will give a talk on the importance of turtle fossils. You
can also visit the collection of rock and minerals (including a nice fluorescent mineral room).

Location: University of Richmond, Lora Robins Gallery, 28 Westhampton Way, Richmond, VA 23173
Details: There is very little parking at the museum proper. You will need to get a parking pass ahead of time from
the campus parking department. You can register for a pass at: http://parking.richmond.edu/registration/
visitor.html; it takes about 3 days to receive it by mail.

——————————————————————————————————————————————————
June 9th: Pipsico Boy Scout Reservation Fossil Hunt, Spring Grove, VA
From 9 AM until the afternoon (at your leisure). This field trip will happen rain or shine, so please plan your field
clothes accordingly! There is a $5 collecting fee and a wavier will need to be signed prior to entering.

Location: Pipsico Boy Scout Camp Reservation, 57 Pipsico Road, Spring Grove, Virginia
Details: Opportunities to collect fossils (sharks teeth, whale jaw/vertebrae, scallop shells, coral, etc). Sunblock
and bug spray are highly recommended, as well as bottles of water and food. Please bring your own bags and
tools for collecting. Camping is allowed the night before if anyone is interested ($5 per night). We are allowed to
camp from Friday to Sunday.
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Aurora Fossil Festival—Memorial Day Weekend
Editor’s Note: Pat and I brought two of our grandchildren to the fossil festival a couple of years ago and had a
fantastic time!
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Minutes for the General Meeting of March 2, 2017

David Scharff

•

Tonight’s meeting was a “Show and Sell” and a “Chili Cook-off.” At 7 PM Gary Bergtholdt encouraged us to
continue browsing our rock displays and buying and/or trading. He gave us instructions on how to vote for our
favorite chili recipe and invited us to begin eating the chili.

•

At 7:45 PM a short meeting was called to order by Gary Bergtholdt, our GMSVP Treasurer, who led the
meeting for our President.
o

Gary announced that the next Treasures of the Earth (TOTE) show is March 24 – 28 at the Hampton
Roads Convention Center in Hampton, VA. Set up will be Thursday, March 23rd. Presently we do not
have a TOTE Show Committee Chair, so we do not have any one person to organize the show.
Participants to load the truck are to meet at the club shed at 12 noon. Volunteers are needed for setting
up on Thursday, taking down on Sunday, to staff our booth during the show selling geodes, operating the
saws and giving various demonstrations.

o

Upcoming events:


March 11th: Garnet mine field trip, $10 per person. Contact Sara Phillips for details and to let her know
if you plan to go.



June 17th: Eastern Federation picnic.



The Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies (SFMS) is having its annual scholarship raffle.
Raffle tickets have been sent to club treasurers; Gary Bergtholdt has ours. The raffle will be for prizes
donated by SFMS members. Tickets are $5 each or 5 for $20.
Proceeds from the raffle will fund SFMS 2018 Workshop Scholarships. The club’s participation in the
raffle ticket sales will generate an opportunity to win a scholarship. Every member who donates a prize
for the raffle will generate an additional opportunity for the club to win a scholarship.
You can get raffle tickets by contacting Gary at: gbergtholdt@gmail.com. Winners will be announced
at the SFMS Conference in October.

o

Hospitality:


The menu for the April meeting will be pizza.



May meeting will be our picnic. Pat will not be able to attend.
We need a volunteer to purchase the hamburgers, hot dogs
and buns, organize the food and set up on the day of the
picnic.

•

The business meeting was concluded with at 8 PM.

•

We had 9 individuals participate in the Chili Cook-off. The winning 1st,
2nd, and 3rd place chili were prepared by Walter Priest, Gary
Bergtholdt, and Pat Fontaine, respectively.

Minutes prepared by:
David Scharff March 8, 2017
/ original signed /
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Visit a Show
Source: EFMLS News Volume 64, Number 5, March 2017

March: 24-26: Annual Catawba Valley Gem & Mineral Show sponsored by the Catawba Valley Gem & Mineral
Club. Hickory Metro Convention Center, 1960 13th Ave Dr SE; Hickory, NC 28602. Info: Dean Russell 828-3031448 or <cvgmcsecretary@aol.com>.
25-26: 48th Annual Rock & Mineral Club Show sponsored by the Che-Hanna Rock & Mineral Club. NEW
LOCATION: Wysox Volunteer Fire Co. Social Hall, 111 Lake Rd., Wysox, PA. Contact: Bob McGuire at 570928-9238 or <uvbob@epix.net>

25-26: CVMC 2017 Show sponsored by the Connecticut Valley Mineral Club. Hadley Farms Meeting House,
Rt. 9, 41 Russell St; Hadley, MA. Contact: Lee Champigny, 413-320-9741 or <pullg4fun@gmail.com> or
<westernmassmineralshow.com>
25-26: Annual Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show sponsored by the Delaware Valley Paleontological Society &
Philadelphia Mineralogical Society. Lulu Temple, 5140 Butler Pike, Plymouth Meeting, PA (PA Turnpike, exit
333 at I-476, exit 20). Information: <www.phillyrocks.org> or Cheryl Leibold <cleibold@verizon.net>.
April: 1 – 2: Annual Show sponsored by the New Haven Mineral Club. Amity Middle School, 100 Ohman Rd;
Orange, CT 06477.
1 – 2: Annual Show sponsored by the New York Southern Tier Geology Club. Johnson City Senior Center, 30
Brocton St; Johnson City, NY. Contact: Thomas Ogden <stonecuttertom@yahoo.com>.
8 – 9: Spring Gem, Jewelry, Mineral & Fossil Show sponsored by the Miami Mineralogical and Lapidary Guild.
Evelyn Greer Park, 8200 SW 124 St; Pinecrest, FL. Contact: Sandy Mielke at 305-858-6967 or
<www.miamigemandmineral.com>.

28-30: Rock, Mineral, Gem, Jewelry & Fossil Show hosted by the Central Florida Mineral and Gem Society.
Florida National Guard Armory, 2809
So. Fern Creek Ave; Orlando, FL.
Contact: <phayes3@cfl.rr.com>
29-30: 45th Annual New Jersey
Earth Science Association Gem &
Mineral Show sponsored by the New
Jersey Earth Science Association.
Franklin School, 50 Washington Ave;
Franklin, NJ
June
9-11: 2017 National AFMS-CFMS Show & Convention: Ventura, California
2017CFMS-AFMSShow.com or directly at (805) 312-VGMS (8467) or at: info@vgms.org.
October:
20: EFMLS Annual Meeting: Friday, October 20
21-22: 45th Annual Gem & Mineral Show and 67th & Eastern Federation Convention: Beals
Community Center, 240 Stafford Ave., Bristol, Connecticut.
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AFMS Code of Ethics
I will respect both private and public property and will do no
collecting on privately owned land without the owner’s permission.
I will keep informed on all laws, regulations of rules governing
collecting on public lands and will observe them.
I will to the best of my ability, ascertain the boundary lines of
property on which I plan to collect.
I will use no firearms or blasting material in collecting areas.
I will cause no willful damage to property of any kind - fences, signs, buildings.

I will leave all gates as found.
I will build fires in designated or safe places only and will be certain they are completely
extinguished before leaving the area.
I will discard no burning material - matches, cigarettes, etc.
I will fill all excavation holes which may be dangerous to livestock.
I will not contaminate wells, creeks or other water supply.
I will cause no willful damage to collecting material and will take home only what I can
reasonably use.
I will practice conservation and undertake to utilize fully and well the materials I have
collected and will recycle my surplus for the pleasure and benefit of others.

I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P. (Help Eliminate Litter Please) and will leave all
collecting areas devoid of litter, regardless of how found.
I will cooperate with field trip leaders and those in designated authority in all collecting
areas.
I will report to my club or Federation officers, Bureau of Land management or other
authorities, any deposit of petrified wood or other materials on public lands which should be
protected for the enjoyment of future generations for public educational and scientific
purposes.
I will appreciate and protect our heritage of natural resources.
I will observe the “Golden Rule”, will use “Good Outdoor Manners” and will at all times
conduct myself in a manner which will add to the stature and Public “image” of rockhounds
everywhere.
Page 19

GMSVP P. O. Box 6424 Newport News, VA 23602 Web: www.gmsvp.org

THE VIRGINIA PEN—March 2017

