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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
Special Points of Interest:

Summer is here GMSVP members! I hope everyone is enjoying
the change in weather – we went from rain and cold to sun and
heat, which is better for rock hounding of course!

• Aurora Fossil Festival, May
26—28

• Pipsico Fossil Field Trip,
June 10

We had to cancel our spring picnic due to weather. Please keep in
mind that we will be having another picnic in September, so keep
your eyes peeled for our August newsletter for more information.

• SFMS William Holland
Workshop: June 11-17

• Region IV EFMLS Picnic and
Rock Swap: June 17th

• TOTE Shows: July 14-16, &
October 6-8

• GMSVP Picnic: September 9
• EFMLS Wildacres Workshop:
September 4-10

• SFMS Wildacres Workshops:
July 23-29, August 21-27, &
September 18-24
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Sara Phillips

Saturday, June 10th, is the biannual Pipsico fossil collecting field
trip in Surry, Virginia. This is a rain or shine event, and the cost is
$5 and you must sign a waiver on-site before you may begin collecting. Only club
members may attend this field trip (for insurance purposes). Please see page 15 of our
newsletter for more information.
Saturday, June 17th, is the Region IV EFMLS picnic and rock swap from 10 AM to 5 PM
at Gilbert Run Recreational Park in Charlotte Hall, Maryland. This is a great opportunity
to meet members from other clubs and talk rock shop ALL DAY. Please bring a side
dish to share with everyone. Please see our page 13 of our newsletter for more
information.
That’s all the updates I have at the moment – I will provide more updates in mid-to-late
June! Happy Summer Everyone!
Have a Gneiss Day!!!
Sara Beth
GMSVP Purpose: The purpose of the GMSVP is to: facilitate the exchange of
information and general cooperation among its members by promoting the study of
lapidary techniques, mineralogy, paleontology, and allied fields of Earth sciences;
provide the community with a knowledge of the hobby through lectures,
demonstrations, and exhibitions; and enjoy good fellowship.
Visitors Welcome: The GMSVP welcomes any visitor with an interest in geology,
mineralogy and the lapidary arts. Whether you are a hobbyist, artist, collector or
interested in Earth Science, the club has something for everyone.

Dues: Individual $15, Couple $20, and Family $25. Dues information is under:
Documents and Membership Information on the GMSVP Website Homepage.
Meeting Location: Our meetings are held at Sandy Bottom Nature Park in Hampton,
VA. Check the GMSVP website Events page for actual dates
and times. The upcoming meeting information is in the
Special Points of Interest area on the left of this page.
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Spring Picnic Cancelled Due to Rain
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Dan Fontaine

Due to rain, we had to cancel our May 13 th GMSVP spring picnic at Sandy Bottom
Nature Park. This picnic will not be rescheduled. However, there will be another
picnic in September. Please watch for an announcement in our newsletter during the
next few months.
Our club president, Sara Phillips, sent out a notification that the picnic was cancelled.
Sadly she did not have an up-to-date distribution list, and some of our newer
members didn’t receive the cancellation e-mail. Our membership chair was out of
town, and an updated distribution list was not available for Sara to use.
Normally, I would have distributed the cancellation notice for Sara. However, Pat and
I were on a tour of Eastern Europe (Munich, Nuremburg, Prague, Budapest,
Bratislava, Vienna, and Salzburg). To say that we had a fantastic time would be an
understatement!

We have a great club! On behalf of the board, we are sorry for any inconvenience
that it may have caused some of our newer members that did not receive the picnic
cancellation notice.

June Meeting Program

Dan Fontaine

Our Programs Chair is still working on the program for the June 1st meeting. I’ll send
out the information by separate e-mail, once Michael lets me know.

New GMSVP Members—Welcome New Rockhounds!
Trista, David, Lily, & Mia Dron
James Mc Glynn
Elizabeth, Ralph, & Leona Purdy

Bree, Joe, Ava, & Brian Ruzzi
Kayleigh Thompson

GMSVP’s “The Virginia Pen”: Non-commercial reprint permission is granted to non-profit
organizations, unless otherwise noted.

FAIR USE NOTICE. This publication may contain copyrighted material the use of which has
not been specifically authorized by the copyright owner. We are making such material available in our efforts to advance the educational understanding of the amateur jewelry fabrication and rock collecting hobbies. We believe this constitutes a 'fair use' of any such copyrighted material as provided for in section 107 of the U.S. Copyright Law. If you wish to use material from this publication for commercial or purposes of your own that go beyond 'fair use', you
must obtain permission from the copyright owner.
Page 2

GMSVP P. O. Box 6424 Newport News, VA 23602 Web: www.gmsvp.org

THE VIRGINIA PEN—May 2017

VA Beach April TOTE Show Photos
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Viewing Stones – A New Lapidary Appreciation

James Mc Glynn

After years of collecting and accumulating many nice mineral specimens and agate/jasper rough, I found myself
with a cabinet full of display items and buckets full of colorful rocks. Through the years, I was able to cut many
slabs and make the typical cabochons and many freeform cabs, which subsequently I would make into pendants
with silver backing and bezel.
I was never that good with making the cabs, but good enough to make myself proud and make my wife a number
of rings and pendants. It was always amazing to see the beauty that lies just below the surface of some of the
agates and jaspers that I was able to collect. Now, after making many cabochons I was getting bored with the
routine. I had to make some job-related moves and ended up selling my cabbing machine and large 24” slabbing
saw. To make a long story short, I decided to try something different, a new way to appreciate my colorful rocks. I
was always dreading to purchase a new set of diamond belts/wheels for my cabbing machine due to the expense
and so now that I did not have the machine, I started thinking of a different approach.
I have always loved the Japanese arts and in particular
the simplistic and balanced approach to all things in
nature. From the balanced floral ikebana, to the trained
bonsai, the simple yet rough raku pottery, and on to the
intricate carved netsuke. One of these Japanese art
forms that is typically displayed in the Japanese room
alcove (toconoma) is the suiseki. A suiseki is a display
stand with a natural rock formation that is in the shape of
a mountain range or a waterfall. Now, there are many
rules and restrictions to this art form that are supposed
to be adhered to. This keeps the art piece well balanced
and pleasing to the eye. My interest was simply keeping
the concept of a rock sculpture on a
wooden base (daiza) that I could
display my collected treasures. I
have heard the term “viewing stones”
and that is what I decided to do with
my rocks. I would create a freeform
sculpture with a squared-off bottom
and fit a wooden base to the
sculpture.
To start with, I wanted to keep the
expense down and yet be able to cut
my rough and enjoy the colorful
rocks to the fullest. With my smaller
10” saw, I could cut my typical 8” agate pieces to a desirable shape. Then the problem of sanding and polishing
the pieces led to my decision to purchase a Foredom (flex shaft) unit with regular hand piece and an angle
grinder attachment. For the sanding/polishing, I decided to use the 4” diamond infused pads used for granite
counter tops. These pads are inexpensive and very durable but are intended to be attached to an angle grinder.
Angle grinders are noisy and dangerous, so instead I was able to adapt them to fit into my Foredom hand piece
by using a (Cont’d on the next page.)
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Viewing Stones – A New Lapidary Appreciation (Cont’d)

James Mc Glynn

(Cont’d from prior page.) ¼” screw and locking nut. I can do another article someday on the set-up, but
it involves clamping the hand piece to a vise and using a water drip (gravity fed) onto the pad/work
piece. I cut the jasper/agate rough to follow the shape that was natural to the piece as I found it. On
some of the pieces, I will leave one side completely natural. I do this for my own amusement and
enjoyment. The daiza (wooden base) is traditionally made from dark walnut. I have made mine from
cedar, walnut, and poplar. I use a router to cut out the area for the viewing stone to sit in and shape the
rest using traditional wood burrs on my Foredom unit. The daiza is then finished with a few coats of
tung oil. If the stone is natural, then a few coats of mineral oil is traditionally applied to the stone for a
nice enhanced finish to bring out the natural colors. I am still trying to refine the entire process, but for
the time being, I am very happy with the resulting finished product. I hope this article encourages others
to do the same. It will be a nice change from the cabochon routine, and you can exercise your lapidary
and woodworking skills! If I can be of assistance to any member questions, please feel free to email me
(Jim) at: jmcgly@gmail.com.

Pictures from Scufflin Farms Field Trip

James Mc Glynn

I had a good time up during the Scufflin Farms field trip, and even got to meet the owner Mrs Simpson. I was not
sure that I had anything nice and was surprised when I got home and cleaned the specimens! Here’s some
pictures of the specimens that I found.
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Nethers Farm Flint Quarry, Muskingum County, Ohio

Brenda & Larry Hawks

We left home the last week of March in our RV and didn’t return until the second week of May.
One of the stops we made was the Nethers Farm in search of Nethers flint. We stayed at
Wolfie’s RV Park in Zanesville, OH that was only about a 15-minute drive to the Nethers Farm.
Our plan was to collect flint for two days, but we only spent about 4 hours at the farm.
Nethers Farm is on the eastern side of the Ohio flint deposit known as the Flint Ridge. It’s
located east of Columbus and north of I-70. It is owned by Mrs. Kay Nethers, and she allows
people to collect flint for a small fee, $7.50 per person and $0.50 a pound for what you keep.
This area of the flint ridge has been quarried for centuries, first by Native American Tribes who would make
pilgrimages from all over the Midwest and the Southeast and now by “us,” modern rockhounds and flint knappers.
Beautiful knapping material is found here as well as lapidary quality flint in an amazing array of colors.
Access to the site is very accommodating to all gatherers, both young
and old. You don’t need to have a 4 wheel drive truck, and there
aren’t any strenuous climbs or hikes to get to the gathering area. You
simply walk across the road from Mrs. Kay’s farmhouse and start
picking up your favorites. There are several pits that have been dug
with a backhoe and flint can be found along side or inside the open
pits where others have dug. If you are more adventurous, bring tools
to dig and pry and have a ball, but it really isn’t necessary, the flint is everywhere.
We lucked out the day that we went to the farm, there was a “regular” gatherer there named
Ed, who was gathering knapping material for a flint knapping workshop in Northern Virginia.
He had a backhoe and was digging down into fresh layers of flint. Ed showed us how he
determines the quality that he was looking for in knapping material and
generously told us to feel free to pick through the piles he had dug up to
find lapidary quality stone. We didn’t want to be in his way, so we went
to gather in several other open pits in the area. We found flint in many
colors ranging from light and dark gray banding (Ed told us Nethers
Flint was known for the banding), reds, yellows, blues, and pinks.
After collecting two 5-gallon buckets of flint, we joined Ed
in the fresh hole he was digging and learned that flint
knappers are looking for flint without any crystals or
quartz veins, while lapidaries covet the crystals and
quartz veins. We collected side by side with Ed and helped
each other locate the specific flint desired. Soon we had
another bucket of flint and we just had to stop, otherwise we
would have too much. We bid farewell to Ed and headed back across the street to pay Mrs. Kay
for all our treasures.
Mrs. Kay is a neat lady that spent time with us telling us about her farm, the flint and flint collecting. She also
showed us a beautiful point that was knapped by Roy Miller; wish we would have taken a picture of it. At the
weigh-in, we collected over 100 lbs of flint. Holy cow, good thing we quit when we did.
Whether you’re a lapidary or flint knapper, we would highly recommend a visit to the Nethers Farm. We’ve been
to the diamond mine and quartz mines in Arkansas, and it can be disappointing if you don’t find what you’re
looking for. Rest assured, if you go to the Nethers Farm, you will come home with flint, and as much as you want!
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Jewelry Bench Tips

Brad Smith, www.BradSmithJewelry.com

Making Filigree Wire: One of my favorite types of jewelry is filigree, and each country
seems to have its own variation of it. I love the swirls and the detailed texture of the fine
elements. Pieces I've done are generally of the Russian variety. It may look complicated
but it really is not. Start with a border of 16 or 18 ga wire and fill in the interior with swirls
of the filigree. Making wire for filigree is quite simple. Take a double strand of 24-26 gauge
silver wire, twist it tightly, and then flatten it a bit. While the basics are straightforward,
here's a few tips that will quickly make you an expert with filigree.
Filigree looks best when the wire has a very tight twist. The way I do this is to start with
dead soft wire and twist it until it breaks. It always seems to break on one end or the
other. I like to use a screw gun, although a Foredom also works well. Be sure to keep a
little tension on the wires as you twist. Then to get a real tight twist, I anneal the wire and
twist it a second time until it breaks.

The final step in prepping the filigree wire is to flatten it slightly with a planishing hammer
or rolling mill. The mount of flattening is a personal preference. I like to reduce the diameter about 25%. The wire
will be quite stiff at this point, so it's best to anneal it again before starting to make the filigree shapes.
——————————————————————————————————————————————————-

CUTOFF WHEELS: Cutoff wheels are inexpensive and do a great job cutting or shaping steel. You can use
them to sharpen tool points, cut piano wire to length, make slots, and sharpen worn drills. Other uses include
modifying pliers and making your own design stamps.
My preference is the one inch
diameter size. Be sure to hold
the wheel firmly so nothing
moves to break the disk, and
definitely wear your safety
glasses. Those are little flakes
of steel coming off the disk.
BTW - Cutoff wheels are poor
at soft metals like copper, silver
and gold. Soft metals clog up the cutting edges.
——————————————————————————————————————————————————DEBURRING JUMP RINGS: When cutting jump rings from large gauge wire for chainmaking, you'll notice the
saw leaves a small burr. An easy way to remove these is to tumble the rings with some fine-cut pyramids. It's best
not tumble for a long period with the pyramids because it will remove the polished finish from the wire.
No tumbler, no problem. You don't actually need a tumbler. I just put a
handful of pyramids in a wide mouth plastic jar and shake for a bit.
You can find these pyramids in the tumble finishing section of most
jewelry supply catalogs.
————————————————–———————————-———-

See all Brad's jewelry books at: www.Amazon.com/author/
BradfordSmith.
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Source: Wayne County Gem and Mineral Club News, May 2017.
http://www.wcgmc.org/

For one Saturday morning in May, The
Dolomite Group opens its Penfield Quarry
(746 Whalen Rd., Penfield, NY) to collectors.
This year the open house was May 6 th.
Penfield Quarry in 1928. Photo from The Dolomite Group
webpage.
Penfield Quarry (Penfield, NY) was established in 1920 as a
rock aggregate quarry in the Silurian Lockport Dolostone. The
quarry operators supply more than 20 different styles and
sizes of crushed dolostone product for use in construction,
road fill, landscape, etc. Penfield is only one of the regional
quarries operated by The Dolomite Group. Walworth Quarry,
which holds a similar Open House in October, is another.
The dolostone rock is hard, no, it is very hard! Rock hammers and chisels are a must to break rock. Larger
sledges are even better. Conventional hammers are not designed for this sort of work and are unsafe as they can
break rather than the rock. Of course, there are smaller rocks around and you might be lucky just searching in the
parking area or along the edge of the larger pieces.
The prize is a large colorful, perhaps transparent, cubic fluorite sitting in a vug and perhaps accompanied by
bright white rhombohedral dolomite crystals. But the vugs can also contain dogtooth calcite, selenite (crystalline
gypsum), sphalerite, and even, occasionally galena. Chain coral (halysites) and other fossils can be found in the
dolostone.
Penfield Fluorite: WCGMC member, Bob Hiler, grew up on a fruit farm in
Penfield and has been collecting at the quarry for much of his life. In fact, his
collection of western New York fluorites was featured in the “Mineral
Collections in the American Northeast”, a wonderful 450 page supplement
volume to the Mineralogical Record July-August 2016 issue. Bob’s fluorite
depicted here is 3.8 cm on side, resting comfortably on a bed of white dolomite.
Photo by Jeff Scovil (Min. Rec., 2016)

Help Needed—Please Volunteer!

•
•
•
•
•

There are several positions that offer volunteer opportunities for
anyone looking to make a difference in their lives as well as in the lives of others. Please consider volunteering for one of the
available positions.
Pebble Pups Co-chair - Great opportunity to make a difference in the lives of the younger generation. This is
a co-chair; you are not alone in this position.
Tote Show Coordinator - Lead the planning and club’s participation in gem and mineral shows.
Property Manager - Keep track of club equipment and order parts as needed.
Silver Jewelry Instructor - Instruct club members in the techniques of silver jewelry fabrication.
Club Librarian/Historian - Keep track of the clubs library books and the history of the club. Prepare and
submit All American Club Yearbook.
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Safety Matters: Got a Good Sole?

Ellery Borow, AFMS/EFMLS Safety Chair

Source: EFMLS News, Vol. 64, Number 6, April 2017

Yes, that is “Sole” and not a typo of “soul”. Over the years I have seen a great many not so pretty soles
out there on the footwear of rock, mineral, and fossil enthusiasts as they enjoy their collecting trips. I have
also seen plenty of worn out, torn, missing and broken laces, as well as floppy bottomed footwear in use.
If you will permit me, I’d like to back up a bit here and mention that proper footwear is an important
segment of having a good collecting experience. Having sufficient footwear for the effort is highly
recommended -- as recommended as utilizing safety glasses, gloves, protective clothing and sun screen.
One of my primary footwear concerns is when I see shoe soles that are worn down to the point of treadlessness.
Smooth soles do not work as well as treaded soles in keeping people upright. Although a case could be made for
smooth soles on the footwear of some folks who shuffle rather than walk simply because lugged soles do grip
significantly better than flat ones, and may thus be a tripping hazard for some. However, that said, I rarely see folks
shuffle along in quarries and pits because shuffling can be dangerous.
Another consideration with having tread on the sole of a boot or shoe is the direction or pattern of that tread. If the
primary tread patter is from right to left, or left to right, such a pattern would be excellent for walking or down a slope
because the tread would be perpendicular to the direction of travel. But, what if one moves across the slope inn either
clockwise or counter-clockwise motion? In such a case that same tread pattern would be parallel to the direction of
slope and thus not have anywhere near as much gripping power. When traipsing in either a clockwise or counterclockwise motion on a slope it would be better to have a pattern of ridges that ran from toe to heel, and thus, again be
in a perpendicular orientation to the direction of the slope. If one were similar to most of us and find the need to not just
move up and down, but also right and left on a slope it would be rather impractical to change shoes for the different
directions.
Thankfully, most manufacturers offer patterns that are practical for all applications. While most manufacturers offer a
pattern suitable for any occasion, I still see patterns that are biased to be better in one direction rather than all
directions.
Another important consideration is the flexibility and resilience of the sole material. A softer material will have
significantly greater gripping power than a hard material. However, a softer sole material will not last as long as a hard
sole material -- especially as these boots and shoes are used on very abrasive surfaces. Again, most manufacturers
realize their products will be worn in varying environments and so have selected a compromise material, a material that
will wear well on wood floors as well as quarry bottoms.
Another sole consideration is water. Many of the wanderings through the woods I do when seeking lost or forgotten
quarries brings me into contact with brooks, creeks and streams - all of which are wet. I frequently have occasion to
walk on, over and through wet slippery rocks. If one has ever experienced such situation, one will no doubt recall the
slipperiness of slick, bio-film, and moss covered rocks. Even a superior lugged sole can loose its grip on rounded
slippery rocks. So, in such instances, having a soft sole with great gripping power is most helpful. The salient point
when working in wet environments is to try and keep one’s feet dry.
Additional footwear considerations also come to mind. If one is prone to dropping rocks, perhaps such folks should
consider using strong or safety toe footwear. If one were to crawl among the rocks or walk on or over tough and
abrasive surfaces, folks should consider using strong or safety toe footwear. Folks should also consider safety toe
footwear if walking through biting insect or critter inhabited areas or areas of unknown danger.
Do you see a pattern forming here? Yes, I do suggest wearing good and appropriate footwear -- footwear suited for the
occasion.
As I like to say, it is not that the sole makes the man, it is that the sole makes the man, or woman or entire family safe.
The takeaway here is that your foot safety matters...even if it sometimes becomes a wet foot.
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A Lovely Mini Vacation Awaits

Steve Weinberger, EFMLS Wildacres Committee Chair

Source: EFMLS News Volume 64, Number 7, May 2017

Recently one of our major US airlines had an ad campaign that advertised
“Wanna Get Away?” Well I’m asking you the same question....”Wanna Get
Away?”
I have the perfect destination in mind for you - the rolling mountains of North
Carolina! Why not “get away” and join the fun and happy folks at the September
EFMLS Wildacres Workshop?
Held at the Wildacres Retreat in Little
Switzerland, NC, our workshop features a well-known Speaker-in-Residence as
well as a variety of classes all taught by experienced, excellent instructors.
“Tuition” for the entire week of the session is just $410 per person and includes
your room and board. The only additional out of pocket expense you’ll have is for
the materials fee for the class or classes you take during the week.
All of our EFMLS Workshops at Wildacres are relaxing, educational and fun. Located on a private mountain just
off the Blue Ridge Parkway, the retreat is quiet. There’s no traffic whizzing by, no horns honking, or blaring radios
or TV to disturb the peace and quiet of the mountains. The weather in September is usually comfortable so sitting
out on the wide porches or on the patio in the evenings or afternoons when there are no scheduled activities is a
delight. Time spent in the classroom is generally between 10 and 20 hours depending on whether you’re signed
up for one class that lasts the entire week or two classes that each last half the week.
Food is always plentiful and good - no one has ever left one of the meals feeling hungry, but just in case you have
the urge for some ice cream or other snack, there is a canteen that’s open each evening after the scheduled
activity.
Lodging is in private bedrooms each with a private bathroom. If you come alone, you’ll be assigned a roommate,
or you can request a specific friend on your registration form. There is no smoking allowed in any of the buildings
or on the patio or porches so there’s no need to worry about your own health concerns, however the terrain is
somewhat hilly. For those with physical handicaps, we do have access to a golf cart to help you move from the
dining hall (at the bottom of the hill) to the residence and meeting areas.
Classes that we’re offering during the September 4 - 10 session along with their descriptions and instructors are
in the link below.
Our Speaker-in-Residence for the fall session is none other than Dr. Timothy Morgan. Tim has been teaching an
adult ed class in Montgomery County, MD for several years now. His main interest is in gems...and we’re sure
he’ll have talks leaning to that phase of the hobby. Tim’s an engaging speaker, as well as an interesting person
and we’re sure that you’ll enjoy spending the week with him. We’re hoping that his wife Michelle will accompany
him.

So, if you “Wanna Get Away?” for a week. If you “Wanna Get Away and not
spend a fortune, send in your registration for the September EFMLS Workshop
at Wildacres.
Related links: EFMLS Wildacres: http://efmls-wildacres.org/; Fall Wildacres Classes:

http://efmls-wildacres.org/page5/index.html; and Wildacres Registration: http://
efmls-wildacres.org/styled-7/index.html.
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William Holland SFMS June Workshop

Kristine Robertson, SFMS Workshop Director

The Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies (SFMS) is on June 11-17, 2017. Tuition is $370, and a full
description of the classes and workshops are on: http://sfmsworkshops.com/. If you are interested in attending,
please click on the link for the registration form. Please see below for some information on the classes.
Beading – Gail DeLuca: Gail’s 2017 SFMS classes will be all about playing with flat Peyote
Stitch. This class will be appropriate for both beginners and experienced stitchers. Class kits
include bead kits and instructions for 4 projects using variations of flat peyote stitch: Color
Block Bracelet, Hombre Ombre Amulet Bag, Zig Zag Bracelet, Freeform bracelet Class Kit Fee
$150. Includes beads, findings, instructions, and notions for four complete projects as pictured.
Several color options will be available.
Cabs 2 With Intarsia – Paul Roberts: This course is designed for those with some cabbing
experience who wish to broaden their skills. Dopless cabbing of fancy shapes and freeforms
(including use of the instructor’s special carving wheels and jeweler’s bit) will receive some
attention although for the most of this week we will concentrate on making composite cabochons
(intarsia utilizing a Genie cabbing machine and an intarsia grinder). We will also cover
instructions for simple settings (wire/groove and prong-sets). Lab Fee: $45 Estimated Material
Costs: $0 -$100.

Casting – Bill Harr: This class will teach silver casting for beginner and intermediate
silversmithing. The emphasis will be on production centrifugal casting, meaning techniques for
high reliability. The class will teach centrifugal and vacuum casting, wax modeling, sprueing,
investing, burnout, casting, finishing and polishing, rubber mold making and wax injection.
Steam casting will be covered if there is interest. Waxes will be available, and students will
learn to inject their own. Lab Fee: $80 Estimated Material Costs: $0 -$100.
Gemstone Faceting – Linda Searcy: In this week long workshop, you will 1) get acquainted
with the faceting machine. 2) learn about abrasive disks / laps to do the cutting / grinding and
polishing. 3) learn how to turn a piece of natural or man-made (synthetic) crystal into a beautiful
gemstone; learn how to prepare / dop a stone; learn how to read and understand a faceting
diagram; learn Meet Point (precision) faceting. By the end of the week, you should complete at
least one or several gemstones. Material / Lab fee: $50.
Immersion Enameling and Cold Connection – Debora Mauser: First we will learn the
immersion method of enameling, often referred to as Painting with Fire. We will combine that
with various cold connection treatments and metal shapes formed with a hydraulic press.
Students will enamel beads, flat pieces and formed pieces. You class fee includes one tank of
map gas, use of all enamel and enhancements, all copper and brass needed to complete
projects, beads, ear wires and leather. Class fee $175, includes gas, enamel, metal, beads,
leather, rivets. (Cont’d on next page.)
Rock Swap: June 17th
Upcoming Events:
• Aurora Fossil Festival: May 26- • TOTE Shows: July 14-16, &
October 6-8

28

• Pipsico Fossil Field Trip: June
10th

• Region IV EFMLS Picnic and
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• GMSVP Picnic: September 9
• EFMLS Wildacres Workshop:
September 4-10

• Aurora Fossil Festival: May 26- • SFMS Wildacres Workshops:
28

• James River Fossil Hunt:

July 23-29, August 21-27, &
September 18-24

June 10

• SFMS William Holland
Workshop: June 11-17
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William Holland SFMS June Workshop (Cont’d)

Kristine Robertson, SFMS Workshop Director

(Cont’d from prior page.) Inlay/Silver 1 INTRO TO INLAY – Chuck Bruce & Co-Teacher
Micah Kirby: Beginning Inlay Jewelry – Students will construct an inlay pendant (project 1),
and student choice after. Suggestions for project, Large Inlay pendant, inlay bead, Inlay Ring,
Belt Buckle, and Cuff links. Students can bring basic silver tools, pocketknife or scribe, will
have most tools needed. Students need to bring or purchase 2-3 slabs of rock that are similar
hardness. Lab Fee: $150.00. Includes Sterling Silver for Project 1. Estimate Material Cost:
First 1 projects are included in lab fee, other materials plan on $100 to $300.

Opals 1 – Cheryl Kasper: You will learn about various types of opals, how to cut and polish
opal, how to read a stone before and during cutting, what makes opal precious, how opal
forms, the equipment and supplies used to cut, treatments, care and tops for setting opals,
opal valuation and why opal is such a unique and mysterious gemstone. Opals, books and
supplies will be available for purchase. You are invited to bring your own opal as well. No
prior experience is required. Lab fee: $70.
Silver 2 -Southwest Style, Vickie Prillaman: This class will cover the Southwestern
style of jewelry. We will discuss the styles and what are the differences between the
Hopi, Navaho, and Zuni and other tribes. You will learn how to make several sizes of
feathers, flowers, geckos, and other common southwest symbols. We will make our own
appliques to add onto pieces of jewelry, whether it’s rings, bracelets, pendants, or
earrings. We will also use stamps to make designs in the metal. Lab Fee: $80.00 Est.
materials cost, depending on the price of silver: $190.00-$270.00.
Silver I – Pattie Appleby: Time to hone those solder skills! Our first project is a sterling silver
CRAZY CHAIN! During the week we will learn how to use the rolling mill, hydraulic press, and
other tools in the studio! We are also going to make a bezel by building a stone-set sterling silver
wide band ring. Then, let’s make a chunky filagree ring! And finish the week off with a stone-set
pendant with a toggle closure. And, of course, there will be fun, quick items to make during the
week Lab fee is $60 and the class projects’ fee will be approximately $150-175.

Wire I – Spoon Jewelry – Jan Stephens: This course will be a fun filled week designed to give
students a sample of both the art of wire jewelry making and jewelry made of repurposed
vintage Silverware. The first two days will be spent making wire bracelets, rings and earrings
while learning basic wire wrapping techniques. This will be followed by three days of
experimenting with bending vintage pieces of Silverware into beautiful “SilverWear” bracelets,
rings, earrings and pendants. Course Fee: $175.00.

No minutes were prepared, because a regular May meeting was not held.

Gem Tree Workshop
Gary Bergtholdt is holding 2-3 hour gem tree workshops at his home.
If interested, contact Gary at: gbergtholdt@gmail.com.
Page 12
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EFMLS Convention 2017

Dave Korzendorfer, EFMLS President

Source: EFMLS Newsletter, Vol. 64, Number 4, February 2017

Mark your calendar for the 2017 EFMLS Annual Convention—the weekend of October 20 - 22, in Bristol,
Connecticut. Mid-October is typically peak time for fall color, which can be spectacular. We’ll have lots of activities
planned for those who come, including road logs for those who want to drive and experience quaint New England,
with the reds and golds of fall foliage juxtaposed with rock walls, winding roads, old cemeteries, and white
churches.
Connecticut is a small state in size, but is very rich in mineral diversity. The pegmatites in the central valley region
produced many fine gem-quality beryl and tourmaline crystals, as well as most other pegmatite suite minerals.
Thanks to being at the site of multiple plate collisions, Connecticut is composed of all three rock types, and
minerals occur in a wide variety of geologic terrains. The metamorphic terrains produced abundant garnet (the
state mineral), kyanite, and other metamorphic minerals. World-class Bristol chalcocite crystals were formed at
the contact of sedimentary rocks and volcanic extrusive rocks. The theme of the show is “Connecticut Rocks,”
with a focus on the mineralogy of the state, and there will be a Saturday talk on the Geologic History of
Connecticut. Yale’s Peabody Museum and the Connecticut Mining Museum are short drives from the show
location, and the Harvard Museum is only a 2-hour drive away.
We hope to see you all at the convention.

EFMLS Region IV Annual Picnic/Rock Swap

Sara Phillips, EFMLS Region IV VP

Source: http://www.smrmc.org/region-iv-rock-swap--sale.html (click on link for directions & times)

This is a fun event for rock club members to meet
and socialize with other rock club members and
trade and sell their specimens. It is open to all
EFMLS rock club members, and their families.
Each person (or family) is asked bring a potluck dish
to share. We also ask that each person (or family)
donate one labeled specimen for the auction.
When you arrive at the Brookside Pavilion, you will
be directed to an area where there is ample parking
and room for your displaying tables. You will need to
bring your own tables and chairs. Please try to
confine your space to a 10’ x 10’ area directly
behind your vehicle. A 10' x 10' pop-up tent works
well.
There will be a "Treasure Box" available for anyone who wishes to donate rocks, tools, etc. These items will be
FREE for anyone to take (no junk please).
There are onsite restrooms and handicap access.
The Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral Club will provide plates, cups, plastic ware, sodas, and bottled water.
Please help clean up after the swap --- so we can get our deposit back. Please THANK all the volunteers who
have donated their time/energy to make this picnic/swap happen.
Contact Person: Dave Lines (240)-427-7062, Dave.Lines@earthlink.net
Page 13
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Aurora Fossil Festival—Memorial Day Weekend
Editor’s Note: Pat and I brought two of our grandchildren to the fossil festival a couple of years ago and had a
fantastic time!

GMSVP Meeting
Thursday, June 1st, 7 PM
2017 TOTE Shows
VA Beach Convention Center:
July 14, 15, & 16 & October 6, 7,
& 8,

Page 14
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Fossil Collecting Field Trip

Mary Hood, GMSVP Field Trip Coordinator

Field Trip—Miocene and Pliocene Fossil
Collection along the James River (near Surry, VA)
Please let Mary Hood (mhood4@msn.com), if you would like to
attend this field trip .
Date: Saturday, June 10th
Time: 9 AM until dark
Location: Pipsico Boy Scout Camp Reservation, 57 Pipsico Road,
Spring Grove, Virginia
The Mountain Area Gem and Mineral Association (M.A.G.M.A.) has
invited GMSVP to participate in another field trip at the Pipsico Boy
Scout Camp Reservation near Surry, VA. Collecting will only be
allowed on Saturday, June 10th.
Campers may arrive on Friday night, June 9th. There are cabinettes
available with electricity but no running water. Three cabins are
available with full facilities. Tent camping is also allowed. Tents may
be set up in campsite 4. There are latrine facilities and water on the
site. Showers may be available at the pool area. All overnight campers must exit
the camp by 9 AM, Monday, June 12th.
Details: Rockhounds will experience easy collecting along nearly a 1-mile long
riverbank and shoreline of molluscan fossils of Miocene and Pliocene epochs,
shark teeth, whale bones, corals and more.
Sunblock and bug spray are highly recommended, as well as bottles of water and
snacks. Please bring your own bags and tools for collecting.
Collecting Rules: All previous collecting rules still apply.
•

Everyone must sign a liability release form upon arrival.

•

Alcoholic beverages are prohibited on the property.

•

Parking in designated areas only. No parking of vehicles in the campsites.
You must park in the parking area after unloading gear.

•

No climbing steep bank areas.

•

Hand tools only.

•

Swimming is prohibited in the river.

•

No pets.

Fees:
•

$5.00 per person to collect or tent camp

•

Cabin Rental: $75

•

Cabinette Rental: $20
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Visit a Show
Source: EFMLS News Volume 64, Number 6, April 2017

June 3: 2017 Spring Mineralfest Show sponsored by the Pennsylvania Earth Sciences Association. Macungie Memorial
Park, Macungie, PA. Info: www.mineralfest.com

June 3 - 4: 43rd Annual Tannehill Gem, Mineral, Fossil, & Jewelry Show sponsored by the Alabama Mineral & Lapidary
Society of Birmingham, AL. at the Tannehill Ironworks State Park 12632 Confederate Parkway Mc Calla, AL. 35111 Contact:
Cathy Kellogg <tannehillgemshow@gmail.com>
June 3-4: 24th Annual GemFest 2017 sponsored by the Wayne County Gem & Mineral Club. Greater Canandaigua Civic
Center, 250 N Bloomield Rd; Canandaigua, NY. Info: Fred Haynes fredmhaynes55@gmail.com or www.wcgmc.org
June 17: Gene Bearss Annual Micromounters Symposium sponsored by the Micromounters of New England. Trinity
Lutheran Church, 170 Old Westford Rd; Chelmsford, MA. Info: micromountersofnewengland.org or Scott Dion 603-6708999.
July 29-30: 38th Annual Champlain Valley Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show sponsored by the Burlington Gem & Mineral Club.
Tuttle Middle School, 500 Dorset St; So. Burlington, VT. Contact: Peg Powers at 802-462-3548 or
burlingtongemandmineralclub.com
July 29-30: Long Island Mineral & Geology Society Annual Show. 15125 Main Rd; Mattituck, NY 11952. Info: Eugene
Genova at ligeo@aol.com
August 5: 22nd Annual Gem, Mineral & Fossil Sale sponsored by the Morris Museum Mineralogical Society. Morris Museum,
6 Normandy Heights Rd; Morristown, NJ. Info: kfrancis@morrismuseum.org
September 16-17: Gem, Mineral & Jewelry Show sponsored by the Central PA Rock & Mineral Club. Zembo Shrine, Third &
Division Sts; Harrisburg, PA. Contact: Betsy Oberheim: aoberheim3@comcast.net
September 16-17: 49th Annual Gem & Mineral Show & Sale sponsored by the Mid-Hudson Valley Gem & Mineral Society.
Gold’s Gym and Family Sports Center, 258 Titusville Rd; Poughkeepsie, NY. Info: Carolyn Reynard:
sunstone33@verizon.net
September 22-23: 53rd Annual Atlantic Coast Gem, Mineral, Jewelry & Fossil Show hosted by the Gem Cutters Guild of
Baltimore. Howard Co. Fairgrounds, West Friendship, MD. Info: gemcuttersguild.com
October 21-22: 45th Annual Gem & Mineral Show and 67th Eastern Federation Convention. Beals Community Center, 240
Stafford Ave., Bristol, Connecticut.
November 18-19: 51st Annual Gem, Mineral, Jewelry, Bead and Fossil Show, Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches.
South Florida Fairgrounds Expo Center East, 9067 Southern Blvd., West Palm Beach Florida 33411. Walt Triche 561-5852080. E-mail: wtriche@gmail.com; website: http://www.gemandmineralsociety.org
November 17-19: 50th Annual Gem, Mineral, & Jewelry Show. Columbia, SC Gem & Mineral Society. Jamil Temple 206
Jamil Rd., Columbia, SC 29210. Sue Shrader, 803-736-9317, ashrader@mindspring.com or www.cgams.org

June 9-11: 2017 National AFMS-CFMS Show & Convention: Ventura, California
2017CFMS-AFMSShow.com or directly at (805) 312-VGMS (8467) or at: info@vgms.org.

October 20-22: EFMLS Annual Meeting and Convention. Beals Community Center, 240 Stafford
Ave., Bristol, Connecticut.
October 20-22: SFMS Annual Meeting and Convention. Hosted by the Knoxville Mineral & Gem
Society. Kerbela Shriners Temple, Knoxville, TN
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AFMS Code of Ethics
I will respect both private and public property and will do no
collecting on privately owned land without the owner’s permission.
I will keep informed on all laws, regulations of rules governing
collecting on public lands and will observe them.
I will to the best of my ability, ascertain the boundary lines of
property on which I plan to collect.
I will use no firearms or blasting material in collecting areas.
I will cause no willful damage to property of any kind - fences, signs, buildings.

I will leave all gates as found.
I will build fires in designated or safe places only and will be certain they are completely
extinguished before leaving the area.
I will discard no burning material - matches, cigarettes, etc.
I will fill all excavation holes which may be dangerous to livestock.
I will not contaminate wells, creeks or other water supply.
I will cause no willful damage to collecting material and will take home only what I can
reasonably use.
I will practice conservation and undertake to utilize fully and well the materials I have
collected and will recycle my surplus for the pleasure and benefit of others.

I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P. (Help Eliminate Litter Please) and will leave all
collecting areas devoid of litter, regardless of how found.
I will cooperate with field trip leaders and those in designated authority in all collecting
areas.
I will report to my club or Federation officers, Bureau of Land management or other
authorities, any deposit of petrified wood or other materials on public lands which should be
protected for the enjoyment of future generations for public educational and scientific
purposes.
I will appreciate and protect our heritage of natural resources.
I will observe the “Golden Rule”, will use “Good Outdoor Manners” and will at all times
conduct myself in a manner which will add to the stature and Public “image” of rockhounds
everywhere.
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